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Bible Study Monday December 19, 2016                                                                                                                                         

Women of the Bible: The Story of Potiphar’s Wife     

Part 1: Scripture Verse: Genesis 39  
Now Joseph was taken down to Egypt, and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the captain 

of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had brought him down 

there. The Lord was with Joseph, and he became a successful man; he was in the house 

of his Egyptian master. His master saw that the Lord was with him, and that the Lord 

caused all that he did to prosper in his hands. So Joseph found favor in his sight and 

attended him; he made him overseer of his house and put him in charge of all that he 

had. From the time that he made him overseer in his house and over all that he had, the 

Lord blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; the blessing of the Lord was on all 

that he had, in house and field. So he left all that he had in Joseph’s charge; and, with 

him there, he had no concern for anything but the food that he ate. Now Joseph was 

handsome and good-looking. And after a time his master’s wife cast her eyes on Joseph 

and said, “Lie with me.”  But he refused and said to his master’s wife, “Look, with me 

here, my master has no concern about anything in the house, and he has put everything 

that he has in my hand. He is not greater in this house than I am, nor has he kept back 

anything from me except yourself, because you are his wife. How then could I do this 

great wickedness, and sin against God?” And although she spoke to Joseph day after 

day, he would not consent to lie beside her or to be with her. One day, however, when 

he went into the house to do his work, and while no one else was in the house, she 

caught hold of his garment, saying, “Lie with me!” But he left his garment in her hand, 

and fled and ran outside. When she saw that he had left his garment in her hand and 

had fled outside, she called out to the members of her household and said to them, 

“See, my husband has brought among us a Hebrew to insult us! He came in to me to lie 

with me, and I cried out with a loud voice; and when he heard me raise my voice and cry 

out, he left his garment beside me, and fled outside.”  Then she kept his garment by her 

until his master came home, and she told him the same story, saying, “The Hebrew 

servant, whom you have brought among us, came in to me to insult me; but as soon as I 

raised my voice and cried out, he left his garment beside me, and fled outside.”                                                                                                               

When his master heard the words that his wife spoke to him, saying, “This is the way 

your servant treated me,” he became enraged.  And Joseph’s master took him and put 

him into the prison, the place where the king’s prisoners were confined; he remained 

there in prison. But the Lord was with Joseph and showed him steadfast love; he gave 

him favor in the sight of the chief jailer.  The chief jailer committed to Joseph’s care all 

the prisoners who were in the prison, and whatever was done there, he was the one 
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who did it.  The chief jailer paid no heed to anything that was in Joseph’s care, because 

the Lord was with him; and whatever he did, the Lord made it prosper. 

Part 2: Who was Potiphar’s Wife? 
The wife of a prosperous and influential Egyptian, she was unfaithful and vindictive, 

ready to lie in order to protect herself and ruin an innocent man. We don’t even know 

her name, she is merely presented as the spoiled wife of a prosperous Egyptian official, 

a miniature Cleopatra.                                                                                                                                                                  

In the ancient world, Egypt was considered the world’s breadbasket. The Nile River 

regularly overflowed its banks, depositing rich soil and moisture along the river valley—

a perfect place for abundant crops to grow. Whenever famine struck other parts of the 

Middle East, the starving inhabitants would hurry to Egypt for food. It was indeed Jacob 

who sent his sons to Egypt to buy food, not knowing that his long-lost son Joseph was 

actually alive and well and very prosperous in the Egyptian government. Egypt was also 

the site of many impressive building projects. Some of the pharaohs constructed 

enormous tombs to be buried in. These building projects came at a tremendous human 

cost. The Hebrews who lived in Egypt were forced into slavery, and these Hebrews 

suffered greatly building the Egyptian temples and tombs.  At the age of seventeen, 

Joseph was sold into slavery by his half-brothers, the sons of Leah. The favorite child of 

Rachel and Jacob, Joseph unwittingly made his brothers jealous of him, even telling 

them of a dream he had where he would one day rule over them. Eventually Joseph’s 

brothers sold him to Midianite traders who took him to Egypt. Once there, he met 

Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh’s executioners. Potiphar put Joseph in charge of his 

entire household.  As the wife of a high-ranking Egyptian official, the wife of Potiphar 

likely led a life of relative ease and prosperity. Yet it was Joseph himself who helped 

Potiphar prosper since the “blessing of the Lord was on everything Potiphar had.” Some 

scholars believe Potiphar spared Joseph's life because he had doubts about the 

accusations leveled by his wife. Looking back, however, we can see that God used 

Joseph's time in prison to forge a connection between the young man and Pharaoh (see 

Genesis 40). And it was this connection that saved not only Joseph's life, but the lives of 

thousands of people in Egypt and the surrounding regions. Potiphar’s wife was a hollow 

woman whose soul was steadily decaying through the corrosive power of lust and hate. 

Surrounded by luxury, she was spiritually impoverished. Empty of God, she was full of 

herself.  Scripture does not record if Joseph found the wife of Potiphar attractive and 

desirable. Yet this does not matter since Joseph said “he could not do such a wicked 

thing and sin against God”. The jaded, older Egyptian woman and her desires of the 

flesh are at total odds against the purity of Joseph. Joseph made the righteous choice, 

clearly the choice acceptable to God.                                                                               
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Part 3: Discussion Questions: 

1.  What character trait was Potiphar’s wife lacking? Why do you think she was 

attracted to Joseph, beyond the fact that he was “well-built and handsome? 

 

2. Like Potiphar’s wife, what do you wish you had that you don’t have now? Is it 

something you shouldn’t have? If it is, how can you ask God to help you root it 

out of your spirit? 

 

 

3. From where do you suppose Joseph got his knowledge of right and wrong and his 

ability to reject sin?  What do you think would have happened to Joseph’s life if 

he had given in to Potiphar’s wife? 

 

 

4. What is the legacy of sin or rejection in your own life? 

 

5. Why do you think Joseph avoided contact with Potiphar’s wife? How did he avoid 

temptation while the wife of Potiphar did not? 

 

 

6. If temptation of a certain kind keeps coming into your life, how do your respond 

to it? 

 

 

7. The story that Potiphar’s wife told her husband was a lie. How do you think 

Joseph felt when he heard this story? 

 

 

8. Like Potiphar’s wife, have you ever accused someone unjustly? What were the 

circumstances? How did you deal with the sin involved and correct the wrong 

caused by the sin? 

 


