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Bible Study Wednesday May 19, 2016                                                                                     

Women of the Bible: The Story of Lot’s Wife 

Part 1: Scripture Verse: Genesis 18: 16-19:29; Luke 17:28-33                                                  

Then the men set out from there, and they looked toward Sodom; and Abraham went with them to set 

them on their way.  The Lord said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, seeing that 

Abraham shall become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in 

him? No, for I have chosen him, that he may charge his children and his household after him to keep the 

way of the Lord by doing righteousness and justice; so that the Lord may bring about for Abraham what 

he has promised him.”  Then the Lord said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and 

how very grave their sin!  I must go down and see whether they have done altogether according to the 

outcry that has come to me; and if not, I will know.” 

So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained standing before the 

Lord. Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked?  

Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it 

for the fifty righteous who are in it?  Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the 

wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the 

earth do what is just?”  And the Lord said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the 

whole place for their sake.”  Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord, I who 

am but dust and ashes.  Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city 

for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.”  Again he spoke to him, 

“Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.”  Then he said, “Oh 

do not let the Lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I 

find thirty there.” He said, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found 

there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.”  Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord 

be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I 

will not destroy it.”  And the Lord went his way, when he had finished speaking to Abraham; and 

Abraham returned to his place. 

The two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gateway of Sodom. When Lot 

saw them, he rose to meet them, and bowed down with his face to the ground.  He said, “Please, my 

lords, turn aside to your servant’s house and spend the night, and wash your feet; then you can rise 

early and go on your way.” They said, “No; we will spend the night in the square.”  But he urged them 

strongly; so they turned aside to him and entered his house; and he made them a feast, and baked 

unleavened bread, and they ate.  But before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both 

young and old, all the people to the last man, surrounded the house; and they called to Lot, “Where are 

the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us, so that we may know them.”  Lot went out of 

the door to the men, shut the door after him, and said, “I beg you, my brothers, do not act so wickedly.   

Look, I have two daughters who have not known a man; let me bring them out to you, and do to them as 

you please; only do nothing to these men, for they have come under the shelter of my roof.”  But they 

replied, “Stand back!” And they said, “This fellow came here as an alien, and he would play the judge! 

Now we will deal worse with you than with them.” Then they pressed hard against the man Lot, and 
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came near the door to break it down.  But the men inside reached out their hands and brought Lot into 

the house with them, and shut the door.  And they struck with blindness the men who were at the door 

of the house, both small and great, so that they were unable to find the door. 

Then the men said to Lot, “Have you anyone else here? Sons-in-law, sons, daughters, or anyone you 

have in the city—bring them out of the place.  For we are about to destroy this place, because the 

outcry against its people has become great before the Lord, and the Lord has sent us to destroy it.”  So 

Lot went out and said to his sons-in-law, who were to marry his daughters, “Up, get out of this place; for 

the Lord is about to destroy the city.” But he seemed to his sons-in-law to be jesting. 

When morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Get up, take your wife and your two daughters 

who are here, or else you will be consumed in the punishment of the city.”  But he lingered; so the men 

seized him and his wife and his two daughters by the hand, the Lord being merciful to him, and they 

brought him out and left him outside the city.  When they had brought them outside, they said, “Flee for 

your life; do not look back or stop anywhere in the Plain; flee to the hills, or else you will be consumed.”  

And Lot said to them, “Oh, no, my lords; your servant has found favor with you, and you have shown me 

great kindness in saving my life; but I cannot flee to the hills, for fear the disaster will overtake me and I 

die.  Look, that city is near enough to flee to, and it is a little one. Let me escape there—is it not a little 

one?—and my life will be saved!”   He said to him, “Very well, I grant you this favor too, and will not 

overthrow the city of which you have spoken.  Hurry, escape there, for I can do nothing until you arrive 

there.” Therefore the city was called Zoar. The sun had risen on the earth when Lot came to Zoar. 

Then the Lord rained on Sodom and Gomorrah sulfur and fire from the Lord out of heaven; and he 

overthrew those cities, and all the Plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the 

ground.  But Lot’s wife, behind him, looked back, and she became a pillar of salt. Abraham went early in 

the morning to the place where he had stood before the Lord; and he looked down toward Sodom and 

Gomorrah and toward all the land of the Plain and saw the smoke of the land going up like the smoke of 

a furnace. So it was that, when God destroyed the cities of the Plain, God remembered Abraham, and 

sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in which Lot had settled.        

Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot: they were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and 

building, but on the day that Lot left Sodom, it rained fire and sulfur from heaven and destroyed all of 

them  —it will be like that on the day that the Son of Man is revealed.  On that day, anyone on the 

housetop who has belongings in the house must not come down to take them away; and likewise 

anyone in the field must not turn back.  Remember Lot’s wife.  Those who try to make their life secure 

will lose it, but those who lose their life will keep it.    

Part 2: Who was Lot’s Wife? She was a prosperous woman who may have been more 

attached to the good life than was good for her. Though there is no indication that she participated in 

the sin of Sodom, her story implies that she had learned to tolerate it and that her heart had become 

divided as a result. Her tragedy came from her heart’s choice to choose judgement instead of mercy, 

and she ultimately refused God’s attempts to save her.  

Lot’s wife is remembered less for who she was-wife, mother, daughter, sister-than for what she was to 

become: a pillar of salt. Years earlier she had married Lot, who was Abraham’s nephew. She and her 

husband Lot amassed a fortune in land and livestock. Eventually they settled in Sodom, to live 
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comfortably in a city so wicked that heaven itself dispatched angels to investigate the allegations against 

it. Lot’s wife must have warmly these strangers into her home as Lot did. Hospitality was a sacred trust 

in the ancient world. When the angels told Lot and his family to leave the wicked city, Lot’s sons-in-law 

thought Lot was joking and refused to leave. Finally, the angels dragged Lot and his family out of the 

city, telling them not to stop or look back on the destruction that God was going to reign down upon 

Sodom.  

By the time Lot and his family reached the small city of Zoar, the sun had risen over the land, and 

everything in Sodom was engulfed in burning sulfur. Men, women, children, and livestock were all 

obliterated. This was a terrible judgement for a terrible sin the city committed. Yet the family then 

realized that one among their number was missing, the wife of Lot!  They finally saw the white pillar of 

salt, a lonely monument in the shape of a woman who was turning back towards Sodom. Why did Lot’s 

wife turn back to look, despite the angel’s clear warning not to do so? Was her heart still attached to 

everything she left behind in the city-a life of ease, comfort, and pleasure? Did she still have family 

members trapped in the city? Or was she just fascinated by the tragic spectacle taking place behind her? 

By her very own choice, she cast judgement upon herself instead of accepting God’s mercy. 

The word salt is used symbolically six times in the New Testament. Jesus said that “we are the salt of the 

earth”. Our attitudes and actions can cleanse and season and purify our surroundings. As followers of 

Christ, we are the saltshakers, busy sprinkling our world with the salt that flavors life. Palestine 

possessed many rich salt depositories, which accounted for many such place names like the Salt Sea 

(Dead Sea), the Valley of Salt, the City of Salt. But Jesus also said in Luke 14:34-35: Salt is good, but if salt 

has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; 

they throw it away. Let anyone with ears to hear listen! So we have to be careful not to be like Lot’s 

wife, losing our God given blessings that we are to share with other people around us because of our 

selfishness and disobedience. 

It is amazing that Abraham bargained with God to try to save the city of Sodom. God would spare the 

city if 10 righteous people were found there, but not even 10 were found, thus the city was destroyed! 

Would we be able to find 10 righteous people in our city, in our community, in our church? God’s love 

was available for Lot and his family. God’s love is also available to all of us as well, even in the worst of 

times, the most difficult situations, the hardest of circumstances.  

In a society such as ours, it is rare to find someone who is not attached to the comforts of this world. Are 

we able to give up comforts like internet, television, movies, shopping malls, even for a short amount of 

time? We need to take a few minutes each and every day to pray, to ask God to help us overcome any 

disordered attachments we may have to earthly goods. Then we can say this prayer: 

Lord, you call me to live in the world without embracing the ways of the world. Help me to live in a way 

that preserves my freedom to follow you wherever and however you lead. If I should leave behind a 

monument, may it be a reminder to others of faith and not foolishness.  
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Part 3: Discussion Questions: 

1. Lot invited the strangers to stay at his house without even consulting his wife. In ancient culture, 

this meant not only guaranteeing his guest’s comfort, but their safety as well. What sort of 

relationship do you think Lot had with his wife? With their children? How would you feel if your 

spouse invites a guest over unexpectedly? Are you frazzled or antagonized? 

 

2. What do you think Lot’s wife was thinking when Lot offered his daughters to the mob outside 

his door rather than give up his guests? 

 

 

3. Given what Sodom was like, why would Lot’s wife hesitate leaving that immoral city? 

 

 

4. Even though she was warned not to do so, Lot’s wife looked back as Sodom was being 

destroyed. Why would she do this? Did she not trust in God’s words? Was she sad? Scared? 

Curious? Confused? 

 

 

 

5. Is the culture we are living in today similar or dissimilar to the culture of Sodom? Why? 

 

 

 

6. Have you ever hesitated to follow God’s word to you just as Lot and his family did when they at 

first refused to leave Sodom? Why did you hesitate? What happened in the end? 

 

 

7. Why was Lot’s wife turned into a pillar of salt? Even though we are not going to turn into a pillar of 

salt in our lives, we are often looking behind us, not looking forward to what God has in store for us 

the rest of our lives. We regret the decisions we have made, mourn lost opportunities, year to 

restore lost relationships we once had with others. How much time do we spend looking back 

instead of looking forward? How can we leave the past behind and prepare for the future?                                     


