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Bible Study Wednesday May 4, 2016                                                                                          

Women of the Bible: The Story of Hagar  

 Part 1: Scripture Verse: Genesis 16, 21:8-21; Galatians 4:22-31                                                   
Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, bore him no children. She had an Egyptian slave-girl whose name was Hagar, 

and Sarai said to Abram, “You see that the Lord has prevented me from bearing children; go in to my 

slave-girl; it may be that I shall obtain children by her.” And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai. So, 

after Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her 

slave-girl, and gave her to her husband Abram as a wife. He went in to Hagar, and she conceived; and 

when she saw that she had conceived, she looked with contempt on her mistress. Then Sarai said to 

Abram, “May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave my slave-girl to your embrace, and when she saw 

that she had conceived, she looked on me with contempt. May the Lord judge between you and me!”  

But Abram said to Sarai, “Your slave-girl is in your power; do to her as you please.” Then Sarai dealt 

harshly with her, and she ran away from her. The angel of the Lord found her by a spring of water in the 

wilderness, the spring on the way to Shur.  And he said, “Hagar, slave-girl of Sarai, where have you come 

from and where are you going?” She said, “I am running away from my mistress Sarai.”  The angel of the 

Lord said to her, “Return to your mistress, and submit to her.” The angel of the Lord also said to her, “I 

will so greatly multiply your offspring that they cannot be counted for multitude.”  And the angel of the 

Lord said to her, “Now you have conceived and shall bear a son; you shall call him Ishmael, for the Lord 

has given heed to your affliction. He shall be a wild ass of a man, with his hand against everyone, and 

everyone’s hand against him; and he shall live at odds with all his kin.” So she named the Lord who 

spoke to her, “You are El-roi”; for she said, “Have I really seen God and remained alive after seeing 

him?” Therefore the well was called Beer-lahai-roi; it lies between Kadesh and Bered. Hagar bore Abram 

a son; and Abram named his son, whom Hagar bore, Ishmael.  Abram was eighty-six years old when 

Hagar bore him Ishmael. 

The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned.  

But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, playing with her son 

Isaac. So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with her son; for the son of this slave woman 

shall not inherit along with my son Isaac.” The matter was very distressing to Abraham on account of his 

son.  But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of the boy and because of your slave 

woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be 

named for you.  As for the son of the slave woman, I will make a nation of him also, because he is your 

offspring.”  So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, and gave it to 

Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she departed, and 

wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the 

child under one of the bushes.  Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the 

distance of a bowshot; for she said, “Do not let me look on the death of the child.” And as she sat 

opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept.  And God heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of 

God called to Hagar from heaven, and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God 

has heard the voice of the boy where he is.  Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I 

will make a great nation of him.”  Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. She went, and 

filled the skin with water, and gave the boy a drink. 
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God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and became an expert with the bow.  

He lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a wife for him from the land of Egypt. 

For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman and the other by a free woman. One, 

the child of the slave, was born according to the flesh; the other, the child of the free woman, was born 

through the promise. Now this is an allegory: these women are two covenants. One woman, in fact, is 

Hagar, from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery. Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and 

corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children.  But the other woman 

corresponds to the Jerusalem above; she is free, and she is our mother. For it is written, “Rejoice, you 

childless one, you who bear no children, burst into song and shout, you who endure no birth pangs; for 

the children of the desolate woman are more numerous than the children of the one who is married.” 

Now you, my friends, are children of the promise, like Isaac.  But just as at that time the child who was 

born according to the flesh persecuted the child who was born according to the Spirit, so it is now also.  

But what does the scripture say? “Drive out the slave and her child; for the child of the slave will not 

share the inheritance with the child of the free woman.” So then, friends, we are children, not of the 

slave but of the free woman.  

Part 2: Who was Hagar?                                                                                                               A foreigner and 

slave, Hagar let pride overtake her when she became Abraham’s wife. A lonely woman with few 

resources, she suffered harsh punishment for her mistake. She obeyed God’s voice as soon as she heard 

it and was given a promise that her son would become the father of a great nation. Hagar, an Egyptian 

name, closely resembles the root of the Arabic, flight, familiar to us as the history of Mohammed, 

descendant of Hagar. It may be taken as an adaptation of her original name to the principal 

circumstances of her life, and understood to mean, fugitive or immigrant, which Hagar became 

Hagar suffered the sorrow of being taken from her homeland to be a slave in a foreign land, where she 

was mistreated for many years. Yet she felt the joy of God caring for her, that God heard her cry and 

that He helped her when she needed it most. 

While the Bible gives us no record of Hagar’s genealogy, legend has supplied her pedigree, as being the 

daughter of Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, the same who coveted the possession of Sarah in vain. This 

legendary source affirms that the Egyptian princess became so attached to Sarah that she told her royal 

father that she would accompany her when she returned to Abraham. “What!” cried the king, “thou wilt 

be no more than a handmaid to her!” “Better to be a handmaid in the tents of Abraham than a princess 

in this palace,” the daughter replied. 

Hagar would not stay behind and join again in the idolatrous rites of her home, so when Abraham and 

Sarah moved on, she went with them. Sarah was an active missionary of the faith of Jehovah among 

women, as Abraham was among men, and so Hagar became a convert to the worship of the true God. 

While this is a pleasing tradition, the likelihood is that Hagar was an Egyptian girl-slave whom Sarah 

secured for her household while she and Abraham were in Egypt. Hagar bore Abraham his first son, 

Ishmael, and thus became the foundress of the Ishmaelites and Arab peoples from whom came 

Mohammed, the founder of Islam. An Egyptian slave and Sarah’s bitter rival, Hagar still had two 

personal revelations from God, something Sarah never experienced. Hagar may have come with 

Abraham and Sarah after Abraham’s time in Egypt, where he was living to avoid famine in Canaan. After 
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years of not able to become pregnant, Sarah asked Abraham to sleep with Hagar, who was a slave who 

had very little power to resist such a request. This opened the door to spiritual catastrophe. As soon as 

Hagar became pregnant with Abraham’s child, she began to lord over Sarah, a big mistake for a young 

foreigner up against a woman like Sarah, who was firmly entrenched in Abraham’s affections. Sarah 

made life so difficult for Hagar that Hagar was forced to flee to the desert. Remarkably, Hagar listened to 

the voice of God and returned to Abraham and Sarah after God told her to return to them. In the years 

to come, whenever Hagar would hold her son Ishmael (meaning God hears), she would remember that 

God was near, listening to her child’s cry. Some sixteen years later, Hagar found herself once again in the 

wilderness, this time by force rather than by choice. Sarah had expelled Hagar and Ishmael from their 

home. Dying from thirst in the desert, Hagar again hears the voice of God and discovers a well that 

would save both her and her son’s lives. The last we see of Hagar, she is living in the desert of Paran in 

the Sinai Peninsula, busy securing a wife for her son Ishmael. God had made a way in the widerness for a 

single woman and her son, who had no friends, no family, no resources to help her. God had seen and 

heard her cries for help, and was indeed faithful to her. 

Slavery was a common practice in ancient Near Eastern culture. Slaves could be obtained as captives of 

war, to pay off debts, or purchased. Hagar, left her homeland behind and became a slave to Abraham 

and Sarah when they left Egypt. She made herself useful and became trustworthy by becoming Sarah’s 

maidservant, an important position in the household. Sarah must have had some confidence and 

affection for Hagar to become a surrogate mother. This was a common practice during that time. 

Infertile women often urged their husbands to take maidservants in order to gain a child and heir for the 

family. The children became the property and heirs of their masters. A female slave had not choice in 

this matter, they had no rights and were often alone, with no one to defend them. When we are at our 

weakest moment, just as Hagar was, God is at his best, ready to step in and say to us as he said to Hagar: 

“Do not be afraid.”  

The life and experience of Hagar teach, among other truths, the temptations incident to a new position; 

the foolishness of hasty action in times of trial and difficulty; the care exercised over the lonely by the 

all-seeing God; the Divine purpose in the life of everyone, however obscure and friendless; how God 

works out His gracious purposes by seemingly harsh methods; and the strength, comfort and 

encouragement that ever accompany the hardest experiences of His children. It only remains to be said 

that Paul uses the story of Hagar as an allegory to distinguish law from grace (Galatians 4:21-31). Hagar 

the bondwoman is contrasted with Sarah the freewoman, and Ishmael “born after the flesh” with Isaac 

“born through promise”; thence freedom and grace appear as the characteristic qualities of Christianity. 

Hagar represents the Old Covenant and Sarah the New Covenant which is superior to the Old with its 

ordinances. Under grace all within the household of faith live by faith, and Sarah represents “the 

Jerusalem that is above”—“our mother” (rv), which is the free spiritual city to which all children of the 

promise even now belong (Philippians 3:21).   

Part 3: Questions for Discussion: 

1. What do you think Hagar’s reaction would have been to Sarah’s request for Hagar to sleep 

with Abraham and have a child with him?   
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2. What reaction do you have when you find yourself in a situation that you cannot control? 

How can God help you when you are in that position? 

 

3. Why do you think the pregnant Hagar began to despise Sarah so much? 

 

4. Have you ever been in a situation where you had to run away just as Hagar did? What kind 

of desperation must she have felt to go to the barren desert? 

 

5. God’s words to Hagar are words of assurance but also of prophecy: Her descendants would 

be too numerous to count, but her son would be a wild donkey of a man. What kind of man 

do you think Ishmael was? What impressions do you get of God in this story? 

 

6. God cared for Hagar and Ishmael even though they were outcasts and alone. How did God 

meet their needs?  How does God meet our own needs when we are despairing and feel 

alone? 

 

7. Do we have family members who, like Ishmael, live in hostility? How do we respond to 

them? What can we do to improve our relationship with them? 

 

8. The Bible does not forbid the use of a surrogate parent but raises questions as to whether or 

not it is ethical. Marriage is designed to be between two people, and children are to be born 

of that union (Genesis 1:28, 2:24). To bring in a third party means that the child will have a 

third parent. Then there may arise difficult questions, such as will the baby know its 

surrogate mother? Will there be visitation? How will the child be expected to feel about the 

surrogate mother, and will there be jealousy? Do you think God approved of Sarah’s plan to 

have Hagar be a surrogate mother for Abraham’s child?  Why or why not? 


