
Purpose of the 2014 SOBOR 

 The purpose of our 2014 SOBOR is the renewal of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in the Eparchy of 

Saskatoon. 

 We have heard the call for renewal from Holy Father, Pope Francis, in his exhortation, “The Joy of the 

Gospel,” and from His Beatitude Sviatoslav and our Ukrainian Greek-Catholic  Synod of Bishops, urging 

us to pursue a pastoral program focused on our Patriarch’s pastoral letter, “The Vibrant Parish – a Place 

to Encounter the Living Christ.” 

 

Creation of the SOBOR Document Has Been a Process 

 SOBOR - Part I was held in May, 2014, bringing together over 150 lay people and clergy, representing 

parishes and major organizations throughout the Eparchy, on the theme, Families Evangelizing 

Families. 

 Parishes were invited to apply the six themes of Patriarch Sviatoslav’s Pastoral letter to pastoral plans 

individually tailored for each parish.    

 A comprehensive Eparchial survey resulted in the submission of nearly 500 thoughtful responses from 

members across the Eparchy. 

 The reflections of SOBOR Part I, together with parish plans and the results of the Eparchial survey 

were analyzed and synthesized into a draft SOBOR document by members of the clergy, including 

Bishop Bryan, as well as all of the Eparchial ministries.  

 SOBOR - Part II took place in October, 2014, where the Clergy, Religious, the Eparchial Pastoral Council 

(representing all deaneries) together with representatives of our Eparchial organizations met in 

accordance with canon law, to review the results contained in the draft SOBOR document, and to 

prioritize and ratify them for the future direction of the Eparchy. 

 

The SOBOR in Action – The Process Continues 

 Creation of the 2014 SOBOR document has been a necessary part of renewal, continuing from the 

2005 SOBOR, updating the blueprint from which to renew and build our parishes and the Eparchy.    

 The SOBOR 2014 document is a call to action, a call to achievement goals that we set for ourselves in 

our families, our parishes, our Eparchy and as members of the global Ukrainian Catholic Church.   

 The call to action means a greater role for the Eparchy in strengthening and unifying families and 

parishes. 

 The call to action means taking stock of our resources of “time, talent and treasure”, refining and 

redefining our goals ensuring that they are achievable and sustainable.    

 In the months and years ahead, every member of our Eparchial Church will be asked to find ways to 

take part in this concrete process of renewal, through prayers, and by contributing time, talent and 

treasure – all in the spirit of gospel stewardship.  

 From the number and scope of recommendations that the SOBOR has brought forth, we can already 

recognize that additional resources will be required, and that fund raising plans will need to be 

developed in the coming months as we refine and prioritize specific plans coming out of the SOBOR.  

 Every member of our Church is encouraged to read our SOBOR document, and to reflect on how our 

families and our parishes are an “Encounter with the Living Christ”.   

 The full SOBOR document is available at the eparchial website, www.skeparchy.org  (or search your 

web browser for “Eparchy of Saskatoon”). 

http://www.skeparchy.org/

