
Pastoral Letter To The Faithful Of The Eparchy Of Saskatoon And All People Of Good Will 
On the Occasion of the Feast of the Resurrection of Our Lord 2015

To the Reverend Clergy, Monastics and Religious Sisters and Brothers, Seminarians and Laity:
Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!                Христос Воскрес !     Воїстину Воскрес!  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ!

“Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death! And to those in the tombs He granted life.”

The message is difficult for our minds and hearts to accept. It is about the Truth and meaning of life as Jesus 

demonstrated to us on the cross and with His glorious resurrection from the dead.  This is His promise to us, 

shown in a tangible way so that when we are faced with doubt or contrary messages, we will not forget the truth 

of the infinite love of the Trinity. Not only humanity rejoices, but indeed all of creation is transformed by this 

event that we continue to celebrate today. 

Today we “cleanse our senses that we may be able to contemplate Christ.” Today we come to know life—in its 

fullness! But today we also pray that we “who dwell on earth, be made worthy to glorify God with pure hearts.” 

Our hearts must be made pure because, like the myrrh-bearing women, we are called to carry the truth of this 

New Life into a world that lives in the shadow of death; a world that too often ignores the power of Christ’s 

Resurrection. We must be witnesses of the passage through the Cross to Life, where in the name of so-called 

compassion, many countries have opened the door to doctor-assisted suicide. 

We are bombarded with messages from advertising or what some might call entertainment with violent images 

that glorify greed and the meaninglessness of human life. Laws, or the lack of them to protect life as we recently

have heard in the news in Canada, offend our sense of divine mercy toward others and ourselves. The law of 

justice in society grows ever more distant from the justice and mercy that God wishes us to accept in our lives 

from Him, and in turn express to others.  

This joyous day, this new day, this feast of feasts fills us with a renewed sense of hope that our earthly trials will 

pass, that our suffering will not endure. This new day, that comes through the cross and tomb, reminds us that 

even the evil of injustice and war shall not endure. In spite of the horrors that our brothers and sisters in Ukraine 

and the Middle East face, they too sing these joyous hymns today and they too will know the victory of love 

over hatred, truth over lies, life over death! 
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Our Eparchy continues to focus on the difficulties and challenges faced by families in the context of 

evangelization. Individuals and families that respond to these challenges and these needs are the very building 

blocks of our parishes that are called to become more vibrant.   When our domestic churches become more a 

place of mercy, then our parishes become places of mercy and a place to encounter the Living Christ.  Our 

parishes, as places of mercy, become a powerful way to proclaim to the world the Resurrection of Christ. 

Today reaffirms our commitment to welcome those who despair of their lives into an embrace of care and value 

that radiates the joy of life with Christ! We remind the world of the Innocent One who “through His sufferings 

… has clothed [us] mortals with the splendour of incorruption.” Thus, “we sing a hymn of praise to Your passion

and we glorify Your Resurrection.”

“Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death! And to those in the tombs He granted life.”

Through the intercession of the Mother of God, may the blessing of our Lord fill every part of your life!

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Rev. Bryan Bayda, CSsR
Eparch of Saskatoon
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