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Annual Eparchial Appeal 
Frequently Asked Questions  

 

Why is the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Saskatoon launching an annual appeal? 

Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we conducted an Eparchy-wide Sobor consultation focused on The 

Vibrant Parish: A Place to Encounter the Living Christ. Goals were set related to the growing need for 

support and services within our Ukrainian Catholic faith community. At the same time, many of our 

traditional sources of funding are drying up. The appeal for $200,000 will enable us to move towards 

achieving our goals.  

 

How can I help with the initial annual appeal? 

All parishioners united by the Ukrainian Byzantine Catholic tradition have a role to play in fostering renewal 

within Ukrainian Catholic Church in the Eparchy of Saskatoon. Each volunteer hour or dollar donated 

contributes to an individual parish goal and the appeal as a whole. You are asked to respond in hope by 

giving based on your own capacity. We are one with the Eparchy, so must come together to ensure it 

successfully meets the needs of people within our faith community.  

 

How will the appeal strengthen faith formation by our parishioners?  

To introduce the new Catechism of the Ukrainian Catholic Church: “Christ Our Pascha,” the Ukrainian 

Catholic Religious Education Centre needs additional funding. The centre also requires funds to support 

parishioners’ spiritual journey through such existing programs and services as ongoing faith formation for 

adults and children, catechists throughout the Eparchy, Generations of Faith, Bible studies, Lay Formation, 

and the resource library.    

 

How will the annual appeal enhance family life for those incorporating our Ukrainian Byzantine Catholic 

tradition into their lives? 

Funds from this year’s appeal will be used to introduce the Strong Catholic Families/Strong Catholic Youth 

program: “My Family Home: A Place to Encounter the Living Christ.” Other programs and services related to 

integrating our faith into life and marriage will also receive support.  During the Sobor, parents and clergy 

were deemed the first priority for the Family and Life Office.   

 

How will the Eparchy’s fundraising appeal improve efforts to embrace young people in our Ukrainian 

Byzantine Catholic faith?  

The hiring of a new eparchial Youth Ministry coordinator will enable the implementation of priorities 

related to serving youth and young adults throughout the Eparchy. In addition to supporting the Eparchial 

Youth Ministry Advisory Council, plans include building a ministry presence, organizing events especially for 

youth, and providing resources and leadership to form the youth ministry within parishes. More specific 

priorities for the Ukrainian Catholic Youth and Young Adult Ministry Office are engaging young people 

through social media, youth retreats, and a Youth Ministry 101 binder.   
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How will the appeal enable our Eparchy to better connect with the community?  

Donations will enhance connections and communication with our faithful, and among parishes and the 

Eparchy. Priorities for the Eparchial Communications Office include continuing development of online 

resources, use of social media, and publication of the Eparchial News. Such communication efforts link 

people united by their desire to pursue Christ’s mission.   

 

How will our Eparchy maintain and grow its financial capacity to continue fulfilling the Sobor goals and 

other needs within our faith community?  

Our plan is two-fold. This year’s appeal will become an annual fundraising effort to support vibrant parishes 

as places to encounter the living Christ. The Bishop Budka Eparchial Stewardship Society Inc., commonly 

known as BBESSI, plans to hire an employee to develop and implement fund development strategies. This 

person will manage the ongoing annual appeal, and develop other fundraising programs including planned 

giving, which enables our faithful to support their church upon their passing.    

 

What are the plans for distributing the funds raised during our annual appeal?  

To provide adequate funding for existing programs and services, and introduce some new initiatives to 

build vibrant parishes, put our faith into action and share our resources requires $200,000. Following the 

Sobor, the following areas were designated for support:  

 The Ukrainian Catholic Religious Education Centre - $40,000  

 Education and Faith Formation Programs - $55,000 

 Family and Life Office - $35,000 

 Youth and Young Adult Ministry - $35,000 

 Eparchial Communications - $35,000 

 

How is the Sobor process linked to the annual appeal?  

The 2014 Eparchial Sobor was designed as a tool for renewal of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in the 

Eparchy of Saskatoon. Prompted by the Holy Spirit, goals were set to build vibrant parishes, put our faith 

into action, and share our resources. It is time to act on the Sobor priorities as we move forward together In 

Christ. Examination of existing and proposed programs and services at the Eparchial level led to a need for 

additional funding to fulfill goals determined by the Sobor.   

 

Where has Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Saskatoon traditionally obtained funds?  

Catholic Missions Canada has generously provided approximately $90,000 per year for the past 20 years. 

Faced with a decline in donations and an increased demand for funds, this support is being reduced and 

possibly eliminated. Catholic Missions Canada expects our parishes have the capability to support the 

Eparchy.  

St. Volodymyr Villa Corp. contributed $35,000 per year for five years. While thanking St. Volodymyr for that 

support, we must find alternative sources of funding.  

Funding from such sources as foundations are also declining.   


