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Adult Catechism Class for November 2, 2015             

Stewardship of Divine Gifts-A Christian Way of Life 

Part 1: Scripture Readings:                                                                                                                              

1 Peter 4:10: As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's 

varied grace: 

2 Corinthians 9:6-7  The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 

whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his 

heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

1 Timothy 6:17-19  As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set 

their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to 

enjoy. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, thus 

storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they may take 

hold of that which is truly life. 

Part 2: What is Stewardship?(Taken from the Archeparchy of Winnipeg Website) 

Caring for Others Have you ever thought about how much God has gifted us? Most of us don't 

have to worry too much about having a roof over our heads, about putting food on the table, or 

about clothes on our back. Instead, we live in a time of abundance. Others are less fortunate. 

They don't have the basic necessities of life that we so often take for granted. Here's where we 

can make a difference in their lives. God wants us who have plenty to share with others who 

are in need. That's what "stewardship" is all about. It's a big word, but what it really means is 

being good "caretakers" of the gifts God has given us so that, when the time comes, he can use 

them to take care of others. You see, the possessions we have aren't really ours to keep for an 

eternity. Anybody who's had a fire in their home knows how true this is. Or when we've lost a 

loved one in a fatal car accident. The same thing goes for anyone who's spouse or child is 

healthy one minute, sick the next. Rather, God wants us to be stewards. You see, God has 

blessed us so that we can bless others in turn. And then when it's our turn, when we are in 

need, others can help us. 

Stewardship: My Gift of Time Time. One of the greatest gifts God has given us is the gift of 

time.Time for family. Time for school. Time for work. Time for prayer and for Church. Yet we 

know that there are only so many things we can do in any given day. So God asks us to choose 

wisely. We can be good stewards, that is, good caretakers of the time God gives us if we divide 

it up well. Some time for ourselves, some for our families, and some to help others. We need 

time for ourselves to ensure that we eat properly, get enough rest, exercise, and, of course, 

pray. Those that are close to us also need our attention, including our family and friends. Still 

others depend upon us to care for them out of love. We don't often think about them. We 

don't even want to think about them. But they're there, waiting for us to use some of our time 
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to help them. They're the ones like the elderly and shut-ins who are waiting for us to visit them, 

even if just for a few minutes. The same goes for the sick and the imprisoned. Or have you ever 

made a sandwich with your own hands and given it to a poor person? Ever consider becoming a 

Big Sister or a Big Brother, or teaching someone to read, to ride a bike, or to drive? Or even 

closer to home, instead of showering your kids at Christmas with expensive toys, have you ever 

just given them the gift of time, doing whatever they want to do for just an hour or two? The 

gift of time. Being good stewards of our time. Being good caretakers of our time, for ourselves, 

for our family and friends, and for others. What do I do with the gift of time God has given me? 

Stewardship: My Gift of Talent God has gifted us with so many different talents. For example, 

every Sunday one parishioner made coffee and put out juice and donuts for the kids. Another 

lady would come to church on Monday morning and painstakingly put the liturgy books in order 

and remove any left-behind bulletins after the Sunday services. No one in the parish asked 

them to. They just did it out of the kindness of her heart. That was their gift of talent to the 

Church. Some of us can teach. Some of us can sing. Some of us are good listeners. Others are 

good leaders. Some of us can brighten up a room with a smile or a joke. Others can count. Still 

others can replace a light bulb and fix things. And some of us can even pat our heads and rub 

our tummies at the same time. All of us have talent. There's no doubting that. That's the way 

God made us. The big question is what we do with our talent. And not just for ourselves but for 

others too. That's why God gave some talents to some people, and other talents to other 

people. Not all of us have all the talents. So we need each other. And that's what it means to be 

good stewards of our talents. They're really God's gifts. God gives them to us as caretakers, so 

that he can use them to help others come to know him, come to love him, come to serve him. 

What talents have God given you? Just you and no one else? And what are you doing with 

them? 

Stewardship: My Gift of Treasure Someone once said that it's no crime to be poor. Someone 

else retorted but it's no great honour either! Treasure comes in many forms and shapes. 

Money. Investments. A house. A car. Jesus may have preached more on treasure than any other 

subject. Why? Well perhaps he knew that treasure can just as easily be used for bad as for 

good. It can just as easily corrupt as be a blessing. When it comes to treasure, we need to ask 

ourselves three questions. How did I get it? In other words, did I come upon it honestly, did I 

work hard for it? Or did I steal and cheat others for my own personal gain? What am I doing 

with it? Do I spend it on things I truly need or do I waste it on luxurious things that I could 

rather do without? And what's it doing to me? Is it making me a better person, or do I hate 

myself and others for it? The answers to these questions can tell us a lot about our attitude 

towards treasure. Again we are stewards or caretakers of the treasure God gives us. If God has 

blessed me with abundance, it is because he wants me to share some of it with the poor and 

the needy. What do I do with the gift of treasure God has given me? Have I given to the poor 

lately? To a needy family? To the Church? 
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Stewardship: Not only for Adults, but for Youth too! Stewardship, you know, is for children, 

youth and young adults too. Jesus says, "Let the children come to me!" In other words, he 

wants our young people to recognize how special they are to him. He wants to bless them. And 

he wants them to share their blessings with others. Our young people also receive the gifts of 

time, talent and treasure. Oftentimes only they can console a sister or a brother or a friend who 

is sad; only they feel comfortable in sharing a deep secret with each other; and only their 

homemade Mother's and Father's Day and Birthday cards make us laugh! Let's teach our 

children about stewardship. Let's teach them that they, like us, are caretakers of God's gifts to 

us of time, talent and treasure, and that these gifts are meant to be shared with others. 

What Gift Have I, Worthy of a King? Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra, is 

one of the saints most beloved by Christian people. After all, he is the original Father Christmas. 

Indeed, Saint Nicholas is uniquely tied to Christmas, the celebration of Jesus' birth. Early stories 

about Saint Nicholas carry with them the Nativity themes of love and justice. Love and justice 

are what Saint Nicholas, the man known as the "gift-giver", is all about. He is characterized as a 

generous and pious servant of God, guarding the soul in this care, protecting children and 

families, and providing gifts for their spiritual and physical well-being. In the spirit of Saint 

Nicholas, what gift do you bring now to the infant Jesus, who lays quietly and peacefully in a 

manger? Now is the time to make a commitment. Will my gift to God be some of my time, 

some of my talent, or some of my treasure? 

Stewardship: A Way of Life Remember that God's blessings come in the form of gifts. These 

gifts are freely given to us, so that we in turn can freely give them to others who are in need. 

We don't own these gifts. We are their stewards, their caretakers waiting for God to call upon 

us, share them with others. Let us continue to be good stewards. It takes practice to be good at 

something. It's not something we can do once and be satisfied. It's a way of life. Together we 

can make this earth a better place. Together we can help build the Kingdom of God! 

Part 3: Concrete Examples of Parish Stewardship:                                                                        

Tithing: Four hours per week for building up the kingdom of God. The first and best portion of 

anything we acquire belongs to God! If we take into account that the average person works 40 

hours per week, that would translate into four hours per week dedicated to God’s works (in 

addition to our participation in the Liturgy on Sunday and holydays). Yes, a portion can be 

donated in its monetary equivalent to the church (the wages of one hour per week should be 

the absolute minimum.  There are so many different ways we can serve God every single week! 

Here are some of the most common activities we can do in our parish stewardship: Teaching 

catechism, participation in bible study and adult catechism study groups, participation in church 

choir, visiting the sick and shut-ins, collection of clothes or food for the needy. 
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Every part of stewardship is God’s direct call to love our neighbour and to be Christ to everyone 

whom we meet everyday!  Here are other things we can do on a regular basis as stewards of 

Christ: Outreach to lapsed and new Catholics, Ushers/Greeters in church, Sacristan, Reader, 

Altar Server, Church Cleaning volunteer, Sunday coffee volunteer, Kitchen volunteer, Soup 

kitchen volunteer, Parish Council committee member, Parish maintenance volunteer, etc. 

Part 4: The Importance of Prayer in Stewardship (From Eparchy of Saskatoon 

Sobor 2014 Document)                                                                                                                        

The Word of God is the foundation of Christian life, while the Holy Eucharist is its                                    
source and at the same time its culmination. Gathered at the Divine Liturgy, the parish      
community unites with its invisible head, Christ, and with all the saints and angels, thus 

enacting a mystical union between heaven and earth, between time and eternity. The 

Divine Liturgy, which a duly appointed priest celebrates in unity with and on behalf of 

his bishop, is also a time of building up the Church, the body of Christ, which has our 

Lord as its Head. There is no moment more precious in our earthly life than the Divine 

Liturgy. That is why Sunday, the holy Day of our Lord, should be honored by every 

Christian, and participation in the Divine Liturgy should be considered not as an 

obligation imposed by the Church, which requires our obedience, but it should be 

received as a gift from our Lord, who longs to encounter us, in order to fill us with His 

grace and love. “We cannot live without Sunday!” was the motto of the early Christians 

of the first centuries, and they preferred a martyr’s death to agreeing under pressure 

from the pagans to work on Sunday. This motto we Christians of the 21st century must 

make our own, and we should persistently guard the holiness and inviolability of the 

Lord’s Day. Members of a vibrant parish also actively participate in the Holy Mysteries 

(Sacraments). Regularly, if possible even daily, they gather for the services in praise of 

our Heavenly Father. They frequently go to Confession and receive Holy Communion. In 

a vibrant parish church organizations combine their activities with common prayer, 

finding in it their strength and inspiration. No less important is our private prayer – 

personal and family prayer – which extends and continues our liturgical prayer in the 

Church. Our parishes, and in them our families, must again become a school of prayer 

for all of our faithful. According to St. John Chrysostom, “Prayer is the place of refuge for every 

worry, a foundation for cheerfulness, a source of constant happiness, a 

protection against sadness.” It is most important to always pray for one another in our parish! 


