Adult Catechism November 14, 2016

My Family Home: A Place to Encounter the Living Christ
Missionary Spirit

Scripture Verses:

1 Peter 3:15: but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to
make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is
in you, yet with gentleness and reverence,;

2 Corinthians 5:18-21: Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to
Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, that
God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses
against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. Therefore,
we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through
us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God

Matthew 28:19: "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

Jeremiah 1:7-9: But the LORD said to me, "Do not say, 'l am a youth,' Because
everywhere | send you, you shall go, And all that | command you, you shall
speak. "Do not be afraid of them, For | am with you to deliver you," declares the
LORD. Then the LORD stretched out His hand and touched my mouth, and the
LORD said to me, "Behold, | have put My words in your mouth.

Luke 10:2: And He was saying to them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers
are few; therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His
harvest.

Introduction: Strong, faith-filled families are the foundation of our parishes, our
Church and society. The Eparchy of Saskatoon is committed to helping parents
and grandparents pass on the faith to our children and youth. This is a lifelong
process. Itis a great responsibility, but an even greater joy.

High hopes for our kids... To find goodness, truth and beauty... We all have high
hopes for our kids, as we want the very best for them. St. Francis said “Preach
Jesus, and if necessary use words.” As parents we are to pass the faith on to
our children. Beyond this, families evangelize families, often by simply being
themselves, as they are a living examples of peace, joy, faith, hope and love.
Every time we leave the Church after the Eucharist we take Christ with us out
into the world. As it has been said we may be the only version of the gospel



some people will ever encounter. Help us Lord to exude the ‘joy of the gospel’
that others, may come to know You.

Mission is part of our faith tradition: Patriarch Sviatoslav reminds us that
frequently “...Christians are ashamed to acknowledge their faith, hiding it by their
silence and passivity, instead of defending the Church of Christ and standing in
the defense of the rights and dignity of the human person. Our pastoral
initiatives, catechesis, Divine services, the reading of God’s word, etc. should
make us strong and unwavering in our faith, as well as always ready “to make a
defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you” (1Pt
3:15) Help us to boldly witness, to You, beginning with our own families but
extending to all who You bring into our lives.

EVANGELIZATION & RECONCILIATION (From Eparchy of Saskatoon 2005
Sobor Document)

“Full authority has been given to me both in heaven and on earth; go, therefore, and
make disciples of all the nations. Baptize them in the name of the Father and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Teach them to carry out everything | have commanded you.
And know that | am with you always, until the end of the world!” (Mt 28: 19-20).

“Because of this we no longer look on anyone in terms of mere human judgment. If at
one time we so regarded Christ, we no longer know him by this standard. This means
that if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old order has passed away; now all
is new! All this has been done by God, who has reconciled us to himself through Christ
and has given us the ministry of reconciliation. | mean that God, in Christ, was
reconciling the world to himself, not counting men’s transgressions against them, and
that he has entrusted the message of reconciliation to us. This makes us ambassadors
for Christ, God, as it were, appealing through us. We implore you, in Christ's name: be
reconciled to God!” (2 Cor 5:16-20).

All the baptized and confirmed (chrismated) in Christ have received the mission to
evangelize. The fulfillment of this mission demands ongoing preparation, education in
faith for people of all ages, and a spirit of prayer that the whole message of Christ may
be proclaimed (Redemptoris Missio n.83).

The task of evangelization and reconciliation must go hand-in-hand in our Eparchy in
order to continue our Lord’s mandate of going forth to teach all nations and baptize
them. Evangelization and reconciliation are intertwined. Reconciliation means more
than an act of confessing one’s sins. Reconciliation is the mission to heal and re-
member the Body of Christ in Christ’s spirit of love and compassion. We must seek to
heal the hurts and pain caused by alienation. In Christ’s spirit, we need to reach out
humbly to inactive Catholics and the fallen away.



In recent times, awareness of the ecumenical efforts made by all Christians, challenges
us all to make visible the unity of love to which Christ calls us; “that all may be one...”
We need to be willing to admit the real or perceived hurts and injustices that sometimes
were experienced by individuals and families in interactions with clergy, religious or
church members, and to ask for and offer forgiveness, as well as accept it from those
who desire reconciliation (Pope Paul VI On Evangelization in the Modern World 1975
Evangelii Nuntiandi).

Who is to evangelize? The mission of Jesus (Mt 28) is very clear: all disciples are
called to proclaim the Gospel, the Good News. The family is the primary center of
evangelization, as our traditions and faith are made real and passed on from generation
to generation. The church family lives out its responsibility to proclaim the Holy Gospel
of Jesus in the Holy Mysteries, in catechesis, in community and service to others, and in
works of charity and justice. A parish that does not evangelize dies! In the church
family, the clergy and religious members, as well as informed and educated laity, are to
be in the forefront of evangelization and reconciliation. The various parish
organizations, societies and ministries cooperate in evangelization and reconciliation.

We are Church (from http://archeparchy.ca/wcm-
docs/docs/we_are_church_eng.pdf)

In the Acts of the Apostles we read that, after the Ascension of Jesus to heaven,
the apostles together with a group of women, which included Mary, returned to
Jerusalem. In the first chapter of Acts we read that “All these were constantly at
prayer together, and with them a group of women, including Mary the mother of
Jesus and his brothers.” (Acts 1:14) A little further we read: “When the day of
Pentecost came, they were together in one place. Suddenly out of the sky came
a sound like a strong rushing wind and filled the whole house where they were
sitting. There appeared tongues as if of fire, which parted and came to rest upon
each one of them. All were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to make bold
proclamations, as the Spirit prompted them.” (Acts 2:1-4)

What really happened in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost 2000 years ago? To
put it simply, we can say, that in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost 2000 years
ago, God gathered together about 120 people (that's the number Holy Scripture
gives us) which includes the Blessed Mother, the apostles, and other disciples of
Jesus, and formed them into one body. 120 people, who prior to the event were
living their own private, individual lives, but who after the descent of the Holy
Spirit became a dynamic community of men and women centered on the person
of the Risen Christ. In other words, on the day of Pentecost the Church was born
in Bethlehem of Judea. Jesus was born with a physical body. In Jerusalem, on
the day of Pentecost, Jesus was born again with a mystical body; that is, in the



community of believers, which we call the Church. (On the day of our baptism
Jesus was born in our hearts.)

This is what Saint Paul meant when he wrote to the Corinthians: “All of us,
whether Jews or Greeks, slaves of free men, have been baptized in one Spirit to
form one Body, and all of us have been given to drink of one Spirit.” (I Cor12:13)
This why we can say that the Church is Christ, who continues his work of
salvation “through the community of believers. Jesus said: “You will do the works
that | do, and even greater works you will do!” This is the real meaning of
Pentecost: All believers forming one body, filled with one Spirit, whose one
mission, is to continue the work of Christ in the world. In other words our
Christian vocation is to become like Jesus and do what Jesus did. Our mission is
to be Jesus for others.

Pentecost, the descent of the Holy Spirit, is not only an historical event that
happened a long time ago in the Holy Land. It is an on-going reality. The Holy
Spirit is constantly working and transforming the hearts of those who receive him
with faith. The Holy Spirit is active in the world today. He is active in each one of
us right now. In order to better appreciate the significance of the Holy Spirit's
action in our lives today, we need to look carefully at the historical event. When it
happened in Jerusalem 2000 years ago, Scripture tells us that there was a sound
of a strong roaring wind that filled the house where the Blessed Mother and the
disciples were gathered. Wind in the Bible is a symbol of power. Jesus to
Nicodemus that “the Spirit is like the wind that blows wherever it desires, and no
one can tell where it comes from or where it will go.” Like the wind, the Spirit is
powerful, invincible, and invisible. We can't see the wind. These are the
properties of the Church, the Body of Christ, that is filled with the Holy Spirit,
(which is the power of the Risen Christ), and is enabled to perform the mighty
works of the Lord. There is no way you can stop her, or overcome her. Jesus
said: “Not even the gates of hell can prevail against her.” It was the power of the
Holy Spirit that gave the first Christians the strength and the courage to suffer
persecution, imprisonment, torture, and even death itself for their faith in the
Risen Christ.

This same invisible power of the Holy Spirit is present in the Church today.
Churches, monasteries, and convents can be destroyed. Bishops, priests, nuns,
and lay people can be tortured, imprisoned, and killed. But the Church cannot be
destroyed. That is why, on the occasion of the 35th anniversary of the
persecution of the Church in Ukraine, Cardinal Joseph Slipyj was able to write in
his pastoral letter: “I thank God for giving me the strength to bear this cross for
nearly eighteen years. | bow my head in reverence to my ten brothers in the



episcopate, to more than 1,400 priests, 800 Sisters, and tens of thousands of the
faithful laity, who by their imprisonment and sacrifice of their lives sealed their
loyalty to Christ and the Universal Church.” The Church does not need props.
The power of the Holy Spirit changes the lives of people from within, not from
without. The Church does not depend on environmental circumstances. It is the
power of God that changes human hearts. Only the power of God can harmonize
and heal relationships. Only the power of God can draw people together in the
love of Christ. Only the power of the Holy Spirit, invisible like the wind, can set
aflame the hearts of men, women, and children with the fire of Christ's love. As
we continue to read the Acts of the Apostles, when the Holy Spirit descended on
the first Christians tongues of fire appeared above them. Fire in the Bible has a
dual symbolism. It signifies purification and passion. Fire is as a sign of
purification. It refines. It burns garbage and waste. The Holy Spirit, like fire,
purifies the Church. It cleanses the faithful of all stain, of all that is evil. It
cleanses us of sin, and heals us of the harmful effects of sin, of all that is not of
Christ. The Holy Spirit sanctifies and makes us holy. Fire also symbolizes
passion and purpose, an inner hunger and thirst. The prophet Jeremiah speaks
of the Word of God as a “Burning fire in my heart.” (Jer 20:9) The disciples, who
encountered the Risen Christ on their way to Emmaus exclaimed: “Were not our
hearts burning within us as he explained the Scriptures to us?” St. Teresa
prayed: “Jesus, enflame my heart with the fire of your divine love!” The
Pentecost fire reminds us there is in the Church, in us a yearning, a hunger and
thirst, a burning desire for God that purifies and heals us. That is what St. John
the Baptizer was talking about when he prophesied that Jesus would come and
baptize with the Holy Spirit. A person on fire with the Holy Spirit has a burning
desire for God and the things of God. A third sign that was evident during the
Pentecost event in Jerusalem was the disciples speaking in strange languages
they hadn't learned, but others understood. They were not unintelligible sounds.
They were intelligent statements, clear and edifying proclamations. They were
praising God in languages the people of different nations, who came to
Jerusalem that day, understood. They all understood the apostles proclaiming
the mighty works of God. And they were amazed.

The Church continues the work of the Lord: the work of compassion, forgiveness,
and unconditional love, through the power of the Holy Spirit. Before the descent
of the Holy Spirit, the apostle Peter was afraid even to admit that he was a
follower of Christ. When the Spirit entered his heart Peter stepped our boldly
without any fear at all and preached a sermon with such conviction that, as a
result 3000 converts started to believe in Christ that day. This is the purpose of
the infilling of the Holy Spirit: to enable the Church to speak boldly, clearly,



honestly, and with conviction about God and the things of God. This also means
that the Gospel, the Good News, is for all nations. The Church is not only for
itself. The Church is for others. If the Church does not reach out to others,
especially to the poor and the most abandoned, it ceases to be Church, that is, a
living organism that gives life of the Holy Spirit to others. This is the key to the full
realization of our potential as Church: self-forgetfulness, focusing on others, on
Christ, on neighbor. The power and effectiveness of the Church depends on its
self-forgetfulness. We are Church to the degree that we take the attention off
ourselves and focus on others, especially the poor; and with deep conviction
proclaim the Good News of God's love, and become living witnesses of Christ's
love to those around us. When the Church is preoccupied with self, when it does
not live for others, when it does not seek Christ and his Kingdom first, but itself,
its own glory, it degenerates and dies, and becomes a boring, heartless and
lifeless organization. We cease to be Church. We're just playing church. The
Church, the people of God, the community of believers are called to love; to love
God with their whole heart and soul, and their neighbor. For this to happen, the
self has to die. Where the love of God and neighbor are clearly evident, there the
Church is alive and well. If we're not loving, we're dying. Jesus said: “By this will
they know that you are my disciples if your love one another.”

Mission and Family Faith Formation: Every step in our journey in faith brings us
closer to Christ—even small changes can make a big difference. Begin your plan
to build your ‘domestic church with this self-assessment:

1. We know and share our experience of faith and the beauty of our traditions.
a. never b. rarely c. sometimes d. frequently

2. We would not hesitate to humbly witness to anyone about the good things God has
done for us, in the midst of our own struggles and challenges.
a. never b.rarely c.sometimes d. frequently

3. We share our faith with love, and respect for others, so that people may come to
know Jesus Christ, the great physician and healer.
a. never b. rarely c. sometimes  d. frequently

4. We extend hospitality even to those beyond our family/parish or ethnic community as
a gesture of love, acceptance and welcome to all.
a. never b. rarely c. sometimes d. frequently



