
SERVICE OF THE HOLY PASSION
OF OUR LORD AND GOD

JESUS CHRIST
Deacon Reverend Father, proclaim the blessing.

Priest Glory to the holy, consubstantial, life-creating and un-
divided Trinity, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.

People Amen.

Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, good will among
men, (3)
Lord, open my lips and my mouth shall declare your praise. (2)

Be Seated

PSALM 3

0 Lord, how many are my foes! / Many are rising against me;

Many are saying of me, / there is no help for him in God.

But you, O Lord, are a shield about me, / my glory, and the litter
of my head.

1 cry aloud to the Lord, / and he answers me from his holy hill.

I lie down and sleep; / I wake again, for the Lord sustains me.

I am not afraid of ten thousands of people / who have set
themselves against me round about.

Arise, O Lord! / Deliver me, O my God!

For you do smite all my enemies on the cheek, / you do break the
teeth of the wicked.

Rise  

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, / now
and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Glory to you, O Lord. (3)



Be Seated

GREAT LITANY

Deacon In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

People Lord, have mercy.

Deacon For the peace from on high, and the salvation of our
souls, let us pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy.

Deacon For the peace of the whole world, the well-being of the
holy churches of God, and the unity of all mankind, let us pray to
the Lord.
People Lord, have mercy.

Deacon For this holy temple and for all who enter it with faith,
reverence and the fear of God, let us pray to the Lord.
People Lord, have mercy.

Deacon For the holy ecumenical pontiff, . . ., Pope of Rome,
for  his  beatitude,  our  Patriarch,  .  .  ..for  our  most  reverend
Metropolitan,  .  .  .,  for  our  God-loving  Bishop,  .  .  .,  the
honorable priesthood, the diaconate in Christ, and all the clergy
and people, let us pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy,

Deacon For our country, the government and all those in its ser-
vice, let us pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy.

Deacon For this city and every city and community, and everyone
who lives there, let us pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy.

Deacon For seasonable weather, an abundance of the fruits of the
earth, and peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy.

Deacon For those who travel by land, sea and air; for those who
are sick; those who suffer; and those who are held captive: for
their safety and deliverance, let us pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy.

Deacon That we may be delivered from all distress, violence,
danger and need, let us pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy.

Deacon Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and protect us, O
God, by your grace.

People Lord, have mercy.



Deacon Remembering our most holy, most pure, most blessed
and glorious lady, the Mother of God and ever-virgin Mary, with
all the saints, let us commend ourselves and one another, and our
whole life-to Christ, our God.

People To you, O Lord.

Priest  For all  glory, honor and worship are rightfully  yours:
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of
ages.

People Amen.

Rise
ALLELUIA

(Tone 8)

People Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Reader At night my soul longs for you and my spirit in me seeks 
for you.

Reader The inhabitants of the world learn the meaning of inte-
grity.

TROPAR
(Tone 8)

When the glorious disciples were enlightened at the washing of
their feet before the supper, / then the impious Judas was darken-
ed with the disease of avarice,  /  and to the unjust judges he
delivered you, the just judge. / Behold, O lover of money, this
man through covetousness hanged himself. / Flee from the in-
satiable desire which dared such things against the master. / O
Lord, who deal righteously with all, glory to you!

Deacon That we may be worthy of hearing the holy gospel, let us
pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy.(3)

Priest Wisdom. Let us stand and listen to the holy gospel. Peace
be with all of you.

People And also with you.



Priest A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

People Glory to your passion, O Lord.

FIRST GOSPEL
(John 13:31-38; 14:1-6 and 23-27)

Let us be attentive.

The Lord said to his disciples: "Now is the Son of
man glorified, and in him God is glorified; if God is
glorified  in  him,  God  will  also  glorify  him  in
himself, and glorify him at once. Little children, yet
a little while I am with you. You will seek me; and
as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 'Where I
am going you cannot come.' A new commandment
I give to you, that you love one another; even as I
have loved you, that you also love one another. By
this all men will know that you are my disciples, if
you have love for one another."

Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, where are you go-
ing?" Jesus answered, "Where I am going you can-
not  follow  me  now;  but  you  shall  follow
afterward." Peter said to him, "Lord, why cannot
I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you."
Jesus answered, "Will you lay down your life for
me? Truly, truly I say to you, the cock will not
crow, till you have denied me three times."

"Let not your hearts be troubled; believe in God,
believe also in me. In my Father's house are many
rooms; if it were not so, would I have told you that I
go to prepare a place for you? And when I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will
take you to myself, that where I am you may be

also. And you know the way where I am going.'

"If a man loves me, he will keep my word, and my
Father will love him, and we will come to him and
make our home with him. He who does not love me
does not keep my words; and the word which you



hear is not mine but the Father's who sent me."

"These things I have spoken to you, while I am still
with  you.  But  the  Counselor,  the  Holy  Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name, he will
teach  you all  things,  and  bring to  your  remem-
brance all that I have said to you."

People Glory to your long-suffering, O Lord.

Be Seated

ANTIPHON
(Tone 8)

The rulers of the nation come together / against the Lord and his
anointed. / Against me they hurl their vicious words! / O Lord, do
not desert me!

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, / now
and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Your virginity remained intact, O Mother of God, / as you bore
your Son, / just as before and after childbirth. / Beg Christ our
God to save our souls.

Rise  

Deacon That we may be worthy of hearing the holy gospel, let us
pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy.(3)

Priest Wisdom. Let us stand and listen to the holy gospel. Peace 
be with all of you.

People And also with you.

Priest A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

People Glory to your passion, O Lord.



SECOND GOSPEL
(John 15:1-17)

Let us be attentive.

The Lord said to his disciples:  I am the true vine,
and my Father  is  the vinedresser.  Every branch of
mine that bears no fruit he prunes, that it may bear
more fruit. You are already made clean by the word
which I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in
you.  As  the  branch  cannot  bear  fruit  by  itself,
unless it  abides in the vine, neither can you, unless
you  abide  in  me.  I  am  the  vine,  you  are  the
branches. He who abides in me, and I in him, he it is
that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can

do nothing. If a man does not abide in me, he is cast
forth as a branch and withers; and the branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire and burned.

If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask
whatever you will, and it shall be done for you. By
this my Father is glorified, that you bear much
fruit, and so prove to be my disciples. As the Father
has loved me, so have I loved you; abide in my love.
If you keep my commandments, you will abide in
my love, just as I have kept my Father's command-
ments and abide in his love. These things I have
spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that
your joy may be full.

This  is  my  commandment,  that  you  love  one
another as I have loved you. Greater love has no
man than this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends. You are my friends if you do what I com-
mand you. No longer do I call you servants, for the
servant does not know what his master is doing; but
I have called you friends, for all that I have heard
from my Father I have made known to you. You
did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed
you that you should go and bear fruit and that your
fruit should abide; so that whatever you ask the
Father in my name, he may give it to you. This I
command you, to love another."

People Glory to your long-suffering, O Lord.



Be Seated
ANTIPHON

(Tone 5)

Today the price is set, and Judas sells his lord for silver; / and
with a kiss he seals his traitor's deed. / How could he see, who has
sold  the Bearer of light for thirty pieces of silver? / But he so
suffered for the world has shone upon us. / To him let us cry: /
O Lord, you have suffered for and with mankind, glory to You!

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, / now
and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Rejoice, O Mother of God, who gave birth to the Lord, whom the
heavens cannot contain. / Rejoice O Virgin of whom the prophets
spoke! / Rejoice! Because from you Immanuel shone forth. / Re-
joice! O Mother of Christ our God.

Rise

Deacon That we may be worthy of hearing the holy gospel, let us
pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy.(3)

Priest Wisdom. Let us stand and listen to the holy gospel. Peace 
be with all of you.

People And also with you.

Priest A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

People Glory to your passion, O Lord.

THIRD GOSPEL

(John 16:21-33)

Let us be attentive.

The Lord said to his disciples: "When a woman is 
in travail she has sorrow, because her hour has

come; but when she is delivered of the child, she no
longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a child
is born into the world. So you have sorrow now,
but I will see you again and your hearts will rejoice,
and no one will take your joy from you. In that day
you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to
you, if you ask anything of the Father, he will give
it  to you in my name.  Hitherto you have asked
nothing in my name; ask, and you will receive, that
your joy may be full.



I have said this to you in figures; the hour is coming
when I shall no longer speak to you in figures but
tell you plainly of the Father. In that day you will
ask in my name; and I do not say to you that I shall
pray the Father for you; for the Father himself
loves you, because you have loved me and have
believed that I came from the Father. I came from
the Father and have come into the world; again, I
am leaving the world and going to the Father."

His disciples said, "Ah, now you are speaking plain-
ly, not in any figure! Now we know that you know
all things, and need none to question you; by this
we  believe  that  you  came  from  God."  Jesus
answered them, "Do you not believe? The hour is
coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scat-
tered, every man to his home, and will leave me
alone; yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me.
I have said this to you, that in me you may have
peace. In the world you have tribulation; but be of
good cheer, I have overcome the world."

People Glory to your long-suffering, O Lord.

Be Seated

ANTIPHON
(Tone 8)

O Lord, while allowing lawless men to seize you, / you cried out to
them: / "Though you gravely afflict the shepherd, / and scatter
the twelve sheep, yes, even my disciples, / I am able to surround
myself with more that twelve legions of angels, / but I resist, / so
that the unknown and secret things which I have revealed to you
through the prophets, might be fulfilled. / O Lord, glory to you!

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, / now
and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

We, a people who come from the Gentiles, / glorify you, O most
pure Mother of God, / for you gave birth to Christ our God, / so
that through you he could free all people from the sting of death.



Rise

Deacon That we may be worthy of hearing the holy gospel, let us 
pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy. (3)

Priest Wisdom. Let us stand and listen to the holy gospel. Peace 
be with all of you.

People And also with you.

Priest A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

People Glory to your passion, O Lord.

FOURTH GOSPEL
(John 17:1-12, 20-22 and 18:1)

Let us be attentive.

When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up
his eyes to heaven and said, "Father, the hour has
come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify
you, since you have given him power over all flesh,
to give eternal life to all whom you have given him.
And this is eternal life, that they know you the only
true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I
glorified  you on earth,  having accomplished the
work which you have given me to do; and now,
Father, glorify me in your own presence with the
glory which I had with you before the world was
made."

I have manifested your name to the men whom you
gave me out of the world; yours they were, and you
gave them to me, and they have kept your word.
Now they know that everything that you have given
me is from you; for I have given them the words
which you gave me, and they have received them
and know in truth that I came from you; and they
have believed that you did send me. I am praying
for them; I am not praying for the world but for
those whom you have given me, for they are mine,
and I am glorified in them. And now I am no more
in the world, but they are in the world, and I am
coming to you. Holy Father,  keep them in your
name, which you have given me, that they may be



one, even as we are one.

When Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth
with his disciples across the Kidron valley, where
there  was  a  garden,  which  he  and  his  disciples
entered.

People Glory to your long-suffering, O Lord.

Be Seated

ANTIPHON
(Tone 6)

He who clothes himself with light as with a garment, / stood nak-
ed at the judgment / and received blows on his cheeks from the
hands which he had formed. / The lawless people nailed the Lord
of glory to the cross, / then the veil of the temple was rent in two, /
and the sun was darkened, unable to endure the spectacle of God
outraged, / before Whom all things tremble. / Let us worship
him!

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, / now
and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Rejoice, O gate of the king of glory, / through whom only the
most high entered, / and left sealed for the salvation / of our
souls.

Rise

Deacon That we may be worthy of hearing the holy gospel, let us 
pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy. (3)

Priest Wisdom. Let us stand and listen to the holy gospel. Peace 
be with all of you.

People And also with you.

Priest A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

 People Glory to your passion, O Lord. 



FIFTH GOSPEL
(John 18:2-14)

Now Judas,  who betrayed Jesus,  also knew the
place; for Jesus often met there with his disciples.
So Judas, procuring a band of soldiers and some
officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees,
went there with lanterns and torches and weapons.
Then Jesus, knowing all that was to befall him,
came forward and said to them, "Whom do you
seek?" They answered him, "Jesus of Nazareth."
Jesus  said  to  them,  "I  am  he."  Judas,  who
betrayed him, was standing with them. "When he
said to them, "I am he," they drew back and fell to
the ground. Again he asked them, "Whom do you
seek?" And they said, "Jesus of Nazareth." Jesus
answered, "I told you that I am he; so, if you seek
me, let these men go." This was to fulfill the word
which he had spoken, "Of those whom you gave
me I lost not one." Then Simon Peter, having a
sword, drew it and struck the high priest's slave and
cut off his right ear. The slave's name was Malchus.
Jesus  said  to  Peter,  "Put  your  sword  into  its
sheath; shall I not drink the cup which the Father
has given me?"

So the band of soldiers and their captain and the of-
ficers seized Jesus and bound him. First they led
him to  Annas;  for  he  was  the  father-in-law of
Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. It was
Caiaphas who had given counsel to the Jews that it 
was expedient that one man should die for the people.

People Glory to your long-suffering, O Lord.

ANTIPHON

Be seated



(Tone 6)

Today the One who hung the earth over the waters is hanging on the
tree. / The One who is King of angels is obscured with a crown  of
thorns.  /  The  One  who  clothed  the  heavens  with  clouds  is
Mockingly clothed in purple.  /  The One who freed Adam in the
Jordan receives buffetings. / The Church's Bridegroom is fastened
with nails. / The Virgin's Son is pierced with a spear. / We bow m
worship  before  your  Passion,  O  Christ.  /  We  bow  in  worship
before your Passion, O Christ.  / We bow in worship before your
Passion, O Christ. / Show us your glorious Resurrection!

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, / now and
ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

When your mother, O Christ-God, saw you crucified upon the cross,
/ she cried out: / "My son, what awesome mystery do I see? / Your 
body is crucified on the cross, and you die; / you who offer l ife  to  
al l .  ”

Rise   

Deacon That we may be worthy of hearing the holy gospel, let us 
pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy. (3)

Priest Wisdom. Let us stand and listen to the holy gospel. Peace 
be with all of you.

People And also with you.

Priest A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew. 

People Glory to your passion, O Lord.

SIXTH GOSPEL
(Matthew 26:57-75)

Let us be attentive.

Then  those  who  had  seized  Jesus  led  him  to
Caiaphas the high priest where the scribes and the
elders had gathered. But Peter followed him at a
distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest,
and going inside he sat with the guards to see the
end. Now the chief priests and the whole council
sought false testimony against Jesus that they might
put  him to  death,  but  they found none,  though
many false witnesses came forward. And the high
priest stood up and said, "Have you no answer to
make?  What  is  it  that  these  men testify  against
you?" But Jesus was silent. And the high priest said



to him, "I adjure you by the living God, tell us if
you are the Christ, the Son of God." Jesus said to
him, "You have said so. But I tell you, hereafter
you will see the Son of man seated at the right hand
of Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven."
Then the high priest tore his robes, and said, "He
has  uttered  blasphemy.  Why  do  we  still  need
witnesses?  You  have  now heard  his  blasphemy.
What  is  your  judgment?"  They  answered,  "He
deserves death."  Then they spat  in his  face,  and
struck him; and some slapped him, saying, "Pro-
phesy to us, you Christ! Who is it that struck you?"

Now Peter was sitting outside the courtyard. And a
maid came up to him, and said, "You also were
with Jesus the Galilean." But he denied it before
them all, saying, "I do not know what you mean."
And when he went out to the porch, another maid
saw him, and she said to the bystanders, "This man
was with Jesus of Nazareth." And again he denied
it with an oath, "I do not know the man." After a
little  while  the  bystanders  came up and said  to
Peter,  "Certainly you are also one of them, for
your accent betrays you." Then he began to invoke
a curse on himself and to swear, "I do not know the
man."  And immediately  the  cock  crowed.  And
Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, "Before the
cock crows, you will deny me three times." And he
went out and wept bitterly.

People Glory to your long-suffering, O Lord.

Be 
Seated



THE BEATITUDES

Remember us, O Lord, when you come into your kingdom. 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are they who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for holiness, for they shall 
be satisfied.

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall find mercy.

Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see God.

Blessed are they who make peace, for they shall be called the
children of God.

Blessed are they who suffer persecution for conscience sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are you when men revile you and falsely persecute you,
saying all sorts of evil against you because of me.

 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven.

Rise

Deacon That we may be worthy of hearing the holy gospel, let us
pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy. (3)

Priest Wisdom. Let us stand and listen to the holy gospel. Peace
be with all of you.

People And also with you.

Priest A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

People Glory to your passion, O Lord.

SEVENTH GOSPEL
(John 18:28-32 and 19:1-16)

Let us be attentive.

At  daybreak  they  led  Jesus  from the  house  of
Caiaphas to the praetorium. They themselves did
not enter the praetorium, so that they might not be
defiled, but might eat the passover. So Pilate went



out to them and said, "What accusation do you
bring against this man?" They answered him, "If
this man were not an evildoer, we would not have
handed him over." Pilate said to them, "Take him
yourselves and judge him by your own law." The
Jews said to him, "It is not lawful for us to put any
man to death." This was to fulfill the word which
Jesus had spoken to show by what death he was to
die.

Then Pilate took Jesus and scourged him. And the
soldiers plaited a crown of thorns, and put it on his
head, and arrayed him in a purple robe; they came
up to him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" and
struck him with their hands. Pilate went out again,
and said to them, "See, I am bringing him out to
you, that you may know that I find no crime in
him." So Jesus came out,  wearing the crown of
thorns and the purple robe.  Pilate  said to them,
"Behold the man!" When the chief priests and the
officers  saw  him,  they  cried  out,  "Crucify  him,
crucify  him!"  Pilate  said  to  them,  "Take  him
yourselves and crucify him, for I find no crime in
him." The Jews answered him, "We have a law,
and by that law he ought to die, because he has
made himself the Son of God." When Pilate heard
these words, he was the more afraid and said to
Jesus, "Where are you from?" But Jesus gave no
answer. Pilate therefore said to him, "You will not
speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to
release  you  and  power  to  crucify  you?"  Jesus
answered him, "You would have no power over me
unless it had been given you from above, therefore
he  who  delivered  me  to  you  has  the  greater
sin."Upon this Pilate sought to release him, but the
Jews cried out, "If you release this man, you are
not Caesar's friend; every one who makes himself
a king sets himself against Caesar."

When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus
out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place
called The Pavement, and in Hebrew, Gabbatha.
Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover;
it was about the sixth hour. He said to the people,
"Behold your King!" They cried out, "Away with
him, away with him, crucify him!" Pilate said to



them,  "Shall  I  crucify your King?" The chief
priests answered, "We have no king but Caesar."
Then he handed him over to them to be crucified.

People Glory to your long-suffering, O Lord.

Be Seated

PSALM 50

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; / ac-
cording to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, / and cleanse me from my
sin!

For I know my transgressions, / and my sin is ever before me.

Against you, you only, have I sinned, and done that which is evil
in  your  sight,  /  that  you are  justified  in  your  sentence and
blameless in your judgment.

Behold,  I  was  brought  forth  in  iniquity,  /  and  in  sin  did  my
mother conceive me.

Behold, you desire truth in the inward being; / therefore teach me 
wisdom in my secret heart.

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; / wash me, and I shall
be whiter than show.

Fill me with joy and gladness; / let the bones which you have 
broken rejoice.

Hide your face from my sins, / and blot out all my iniquities.

Rise  

Deacon That we may be worthy of hearing the holy gospel, let us
pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy. (3)

Priest Wisdom. Let us stand and listen to the holy gospel. Peace
be with all of you.

People And also with you.

Priest A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

People Glory to your passion, O Lord.



EIGHTH GOSPEL
(Mark 15:20-26)

Let us be attentive.

When they had mocked Jesus, they stripped him of
the purple cloak, and put his own clothes on him.
And they led him out to crucify him.

And they compelled a passer-by, Simon of Cyrene,
who was coming in from the country, the father of
Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross. And they
brought him to the place called Golgatha (which
means the place of a skull). And they offered him
wine mingled with myrrh; but he did not take it.
And they crucified him, and divided his garments
among them, casting lots for them, to decide what
each should take. And it was the third hour, when
they crucified  him.  And the  inscription of  the
charge against him read, "The King of the Jews."

People Glory to your long-suffering, O Lord.

Be Seated

TRIODION
(Tone 6)

When she saw the Lamb dragged off for slaughter, Mary — her
hair all disheveled, — followed after him with other women and
cried out: "Where are you going, my Child? Why do you make so
quick a departure? Is there another wedding in Cana of Galilee,
and that is where you are hurrying now to change their water into
wine? Can I go with you, my Child, or stay with you still? Give me
a word, O you who are the Word! Do not pass me by in silence, O
you who keep me pure! For you are my Son and God!"

Rise

Deacon We magnify the Mother of God and Mother of Light,
and honor her with hymns.

People Higher in honor than the Cherubim, and beyond compare
more glorious than the Seraphim, who, a virgin, gave birth to the
Word of God, you truly are the Mother of God and we praise you!



Deacon That we may be worthy of hearing the holy gospel, let us
pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy.(3)

Priest Wisdom. Let us stand and listen to the holy gospel. Peace 
be with all of you.

People And also with you.

Priest A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

People Glory to your passion, O Lord.

NINTH GOSPEL
(Matthew 27:38-50)

Let us be attentive.

At that time two robbers were crucified with Jesus,
one on the right and one on the left. And those who
passed by derided him,  wagging their  heads and
saying, "You who would destroy the temple and
build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the
Son of God, come down from the cross." So also
the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mock-
ed him, saying, "He saved others; he cannot save
himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down
now from the cross, and we will believe in him. He
trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires
him; for he said, 'I am the Son of God.' " And the
robbers who were crucified with him also reviled
him in the same way.

Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over
all the land until the ninth hour. About the ninth
hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, "Eli, Eli, lama
sabachthani?" that is, "My God, my God, why
have  you forsaken me?" And some of  the  by-
standers  hearing  it  said,  "This  man  is  calling
Elijah." And one of them at once ran and took a
sponge, filled it with vinegar, and put it on a reed,
and gave it to him to drink. But the others said,
"Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save
him." And Jesus cried again with a loud voice and
yielded up his spirit.

People Glory to your long-suffering, O Lord.



Be 
Seated

PSALM 148

Praise the Lord from the heavens, / praise him in the heights!

Praise him, all his angels, / praise him, all his host!

Praise him, sun and moon, / praise him, all you shining stars!

Praise him, you highest heavens, / and you waters above the 
heavens!

Let them praise the name of the Lord! / For he commanded and 
they were created.

And he established them for ever and ever; / he fixed their bounds 
which cannot be passed.

Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps, / 
fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command!

Mountains and all hills, / fruit trees and all cedars!

Beasts and all cattle, / creeping things and flying birds!

Kings of the earth and all peoples, / princes and all rulers of 
the earth!

Young men and maidens together, / old men and children!

Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is 
exalted; / his glory is above earth and heaven.

He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his 
saints, / for the people of Israel who are near to him.

PSALM 150

Praise God in his sanctuary; / praise him in his mighty firmament!

Praise him for his mighty deeds; / praise him according to his ex-
ceeding greatness!

Praise him with trumpet sound; / praise him with lute and harp!

Praise him with timbrel and dance; / praise him with strings and 
pipe!

Praise him with sounding cymbals; praise him with loud clashing 
cymbals! / Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!



Rise  

Deacon That we may be worthy of hearing the holy gospel, let us 
pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy. (3)

Priest Wisdom. Let us stand and listen to the holy gospel. Peace
be with all of you.

People And also with you.

Priest A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke. 

People Glory to your passion, O Lord.

TENTH GOSPEL
(Luke 23:39-49)

Let us be attentive.

One of the criminals who were hanged railed at
him,  saying,  "Are  you  not  the  Christ?  Save
yourself and us!" But the other rebuked him, say-
ing, "Do you not fear God, since you are under the
same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed
justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our
deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong." And
he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into
your kingdom." And he said to him, "Truly, I say
to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.'

5 J

It  was now about the sixth hour,  and there was
darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour,
while the sun's light failed; and the curtain of the
temple was torn in two. Then Jesus crying with a
loud voice, said "Father, into your hands I commit
my spirit!" And having said this he breathed his
last. Now when the centurion saw what had taken
place,  he praised God, and said, "Certainly this
man was innocent!" And all  the multitudes who
assembled to see the sight, when they saw what had
taken place, returned home beating their breasts.
And all his acquaintances and the women who had
followed him from Galilee stood at a distance and
saw these things.



People Glory to your long-suffering, O Lord. 

Priest Glory to You who has shown us light.

DOXOLOGY

Glory to God in the highest, / and on earth peace, good will
among men.

We praise you, we bless you, we worship you, we glorify you, / we
give thanks to you for the splendor of your glory.

O Lord King, O Heavenly God, Father Almighty; / O Lord only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, / and O you, all-holy Spirit!

O Lord God, O Lamb of God, O Son of the Father who take away
the sins of the world, / have mercy on us!

O you who take away the sins of the world, / accept our supplica-
tion.

O you who are enthroned at the right hand of the Father, / have
mercy on us.

For you alone are holy, you alone are the Lord Jesus Christ / in
the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Every day will I bless you and sing to your name, / always, now
and ever, and unto ages of ages.

O Lord, you have been for us a refuge from age to age. / I said:
"Lord, have mercy on me and heal my soul, for I have sinned
against you."

O Lord, to you do I come for shelter: / teach me to obey your will,
for you are my God.

For with you is the fountain of life, / and in your light we shall see
light.

Extend your mercy upon those / who confess you. 

Deign, O Lord, to keep us this day / without sin. 

Blessed are you, O Lord God of our Fathers. / 

Praised and glorified is your name forever. Amen.

O Lord let your mercy rest upon us, / for we have placed our trust
in you.

+ Blessed are you, O Lord: / teach me your statutes.

+  Blessed are you, O Master: / grant that I may understand 
your statutes.

+  Blessed are you, O Holy One: / enlighten me with your 
statutes.



Everlasting is your love, O Lord: / turn not away from the work of 
your hands.

Indeed, praise, worship and glory are your due: / Father, Son and
Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Be Seated

LITANY OF SUPPLICATION

Deacon Let us complete our prayer to the Lord. 

People Lord, have mercy.

Deacon Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and protect us, O 
God, by your grace.

People Lord, have mercy.

Deacon That this whole day may be perfect, holy, peaceful and 
without sin, let us ask the Lord.

People Grant this, O Lord.

Deacon For an angel of peace, a faithful guide and guardian of
our souls and bodies, let us ask the Lord.

People Grant this, O Lord.
Deacon For the pardon and forgiveness of our sins and offences, let
us ask the Lord.

People Grant this, O Lord.

Deacon  For whatever is good and beneficial for our souls, and for
peace in the whole world, let us ask the Lord.

People Grant this, O Lord.

Deacon  That the rest of our life may be spent in peace and repen-
tance, let us ask the Lord.

People Grant this, O Lord.

Deacon  That  the  end  of  our  lives  may  be  Christian,  painless,
unashamed  and  peaceful;  and  for  a  good  account  before  the
awesome judgment seat of Christ, let us ask the Lord.

People Grant this, O Lord.

Deacon Remembering our most holy, most pure, most blessed and
glorious lady, the Mother of God and ever-virgin Mary, with all the
saints, let us commend ourselves and one another and our whole life
to Christ, our God.

People To you, O Lord.

Priest For you are a gracious God and the Lover of Mankind and we



give glory to you: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and ever,  and
unto ages of ages.

People Amen.

Rise  

Priest Peace be with all of you.

People And also with you.

Deacon Bow your heads to the Lord. 

People To you, O Lord.





Priest  For You are our God, the God who has mercy and who
saves, and to You do we attribute glory, to the Father and to the
Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.

Peopie Amen.

Deacon That we may be worthy of hearing the holy gospel, let us
pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy.(3)

Priest Wisdom. Let us stand and listen to the holy gospel. Peace
be with all of you.

People And also with you.

Priest A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

People Glory to your passion, O Lord.

ELEVENTH GOSPEL
(John 19:25-27, 38-42)

Let us be attentive.

Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother, and
his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and
Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother, and
the disciple whom he loved standing near, he said to
his mother, "Woman, behold, your son!" Then he
said to the disciple, "Behold, your mother!" And
from that hour the disciple took her to his own
home.

And Jesus bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus,
but secretly, for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that
he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate
gave him leave. So he came and took away his
body. Nicodemus also, who had at first come to
him by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh
and aloes about a hundred pounds' weight. They
took the body of Jesus, and bound it in linen cloths
with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews.
Now in the place where he was crucified there was a
garden, and in the garden a new tomb where no one
had even been laid. So because of the Jewish day of
Preparation, as the tomb was close at hand, they
laid Jesus there.



People Glory to your long-suffering, O Lord.

Be Seated

APOSTICHA
(Tone 1)

The  whole  creation  had  been  transfigured  by  fear  /  at  your
suspension on the cross, O Christ. / Behold, the sun was darken-
ed. / And the earth's foundations were shaken. / And all things
suffer with the Creator of the Universe.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, / now
and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Now is judgment's pen dipped by the unjust law givers. / And
sentence is passed on Jesus. / And he is condemned to be hanged
on the cross. / And all creation suffers beholding the Lord on the
cross. / O most merciful Lord, who has suffered for me, glory to
you!

Rise

Deacon That we may be worthy of hearing the holy gospel, let us 
pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy. 

Priest Wisdom. Let us stand and listen to the holy gospel. Peace
be with all of you.

People And also with you.
•

Priest A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew. 

People Glory to your passion, O Lord.

TWELFTH GOSPEL
(Matthew 27:62-66)

Let us be attentive.

Next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the
chief  priests  and the  Pharisees gathered before
Pilate and said, "Sir, we remember how that im-
poster said, while he was still alive, 'After three
days I will rise again.' Therefore order the



sepulchre to be made secure until the third day, lest
his disciples go and steal him away, and tell the peo-
ple, 'He has risen from the dead,' and the last fraud
will be worse than the first." Pilate said to them,
"You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure
as you can." So they went and made the sepulchre
secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard.

People Glory to your long-suffering, O Lord.

PSALM 92

It is good to give thanks to the Lord / to sing praises to your
name, O most high;

to  declare  your  steadfast  love  in  the  morning,  /  and  your
faithfulness by night.

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on
us. (3)

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, / both
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us; / Lord, cleanse our sins; /
Master, forgive us our transgressions; / Holy One, visit us and
heal our infirmities, / for your name's sake.

Lord, have mercy. (3)

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, / both
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. / Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. / Give
us this day our daily bread. / And forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us. / And lead us not into temp-
tation, / but deliver us from evil.

Priest  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  now and ever, and unto ages of
ages.

People Amen.

Be Seated

LITANY OF FERVENT SUPPLICATION



Deacon Have mercy on us, O God, according to your great mer-
cy, we pray you: hear us and have mercy.

People Lord, have mercy.(3)
»

Deacon  We also pray for the holy ecumenical pontiff,  . .  .  ,
Pope  of  Rome,  his  beatitude,  our  Patriarch,  .  .  .  ,  our  most
reverend Metropolitan, . . . , our God-loving Bishop, . . . , for
those who serve and have served in this holy temple, our spiritual
fathers, and all our brethern in Christ.

People Lord, have mercy.(3)

Deacon  We also pray for our country,  the government, and all
those in its service.

People Lord, have mercy. (3)

Deacon We also pray for the people here present awaiting your
great and abundant mercy, those who are charitable to us and all
orthodox Christians.

People Lord, have mercy. (3)

Priest For you are a merciful God, the Lover of Mankind, and we
give glory to you: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.

People Amen.

Rise

Deacon Wisdom.

People Higher in honor than the Cherubim, and beyond compare
more glorious than the Seraphim, who, a virgin, gave birth to the
Word of God, you truly are the Mother of God and we praise you.

Priest Glory to you, Christ our God, our hope, Glory to you.

People Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. Lord, have mercy. (3)
Proclaim the blessing.

Priest May Christ our true God, who for us and for the salvation
of the world, endured spitting, scourging, mocking and death,
through the prayers of his most pure Mother, and of all the saints,
have mercy on us and save us, for he is good and loves mankind.

People Amen.




