
LITURGY OF TH E PRESANCTIFIED GIFTS

adapted in 2018 for  St. Athanasius Parish, Regina SK.

LITURGY OF THE PRESANCTIFIED GIFTS 
for use on Great & Holy Wednesday

Priest: Blessed is the Kingdom of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, now and for ever and ever.

People.: Amen.

Come, let us adore the King our God.
Come, let us adore Christ, the king and our God.
Come, let us adore and bow down to the only Lord Jesus Christ, the
King and our God.    

PSALM 103

Bless the Lord, O my soul!
You are very great, 0 Lord, my God; 

clothed hi pomp and brilliance;
arrayed with light as with a cloak.

Stretching out the sky as a tent-cloth.  
covering Your lofty halls with water, 

You make the clouds Your conveyance;
You surge on the wings of the wind.

I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; 
I will praise my God as long as I last. 

Would that my thoughts be pleasing to Him:
and I will rejoice hi the Lord.

The sun knows the time of its setting.
You establish darkness, and it is night. 

How great are Your works, 0 Lord!
in wisdom You have wrought them all.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
now and ever and for ever. Amen.

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!    
      Glory be to You, 0 God! (3 times)'



LITANY OF PEACE

Priest: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

People: (after every petition)  Lord have mercy.

Priest: For peace from on high; and for the salvation of our souls,
let us pray to the Lord.

Priest: For  peace  throughout  the  world,  for  the  well-being  of
God's holy churches and for the unity of all, let us pray to the
Lord.

Priest: For this holy church and for all who enter it with faith,
reverence and fear of God, let us pray to the Lord.

Priest: For our most holy Pontiff, (N), Pope of Rome, let us pray
to the Lord.

Priest: For our most blessed Major Archbishop (N), our most reverend
Metropolitan, (N), our God-loving Bishop, (N), the reverend priesthood,
the diaconate in Christ,, and all the clergy and the people, let us pray to the
Lord.

Priest: For our nation under God, for our government, and for all
the military, let us pray to the Lord.

Priest: For  this  city,  for  every  city  and  country  and  for  the
faithful who live in them, let us pray to the Lord.

Priest: For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of
the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord.

Priest: For  the  seafarers  and  travelers,  for  the  sick  and  the
suffering, for those held captive, and for their salvation, let us
pray to the Lord.

Priest: That  we may be  delivered  from all  tribulation,  wrath,  and
misfortune, let us pray to the Lord.

Priest: Help and save, have mercy and protect us, O God, by your 
grace.

Priest: Remembering our most holy and immaculate, most blessed
and glorious Lady, the Mother of God and ever-virgin Mary, 
together with all the saints, let us commend ourselves and one 
another and our whole life to Christ our God. 



People:  To You O Lord.

Priest: (SiIently)Lord, our God, Whose' pdwer is beyond comparison, Whose
glory is beyond comprehension. Whoso mercy is beyond measure, and Whose
love for us all is beyond expression, in the kindness of your heart, O Master,
look upon us and upon this holy church, and bestow on us and on those praying
"With us, the riches of Your mercy and compassion.

(Aloud)
For all glory, honor, and worship befit You, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, now and for ever and ever.

People: Amen.

(During the reading of the Kathisma, the priest solemnly transfers
the Sacred Gifts to the Proskomedia Table and prepares the vessels.
The people kneel at this time.)

Kathisma

PSALM 120

ln my distress I called to the Lord,
and he answered me. .      .

O Lord, deliver me from lying lip,
from treacherous tongue.

What will he inflict on you, with more besides,
O treacherous tongue? 

Sharp arrows of a warrior
with fiery coals of brushwood.

;.

Woe is me that I sojourn, in Meshech, ':

that I dwell amid the tents of Kedar 
All to long have I dwelt

With those who hate peace.
When I speak of peace,
      they are ready for war.

PSALM:121

I lift up my eyes to the mountains;
whence shall help come to me?

My help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

May he not suffer your foot to slip;
may he slumber not who guards you:

Indeed he neither slumbers nor sleeps,
the guardian of Israel.



The Lord is your guardian; the Lord is your shade;
he is beside you at your right hand. The sun 

shall not harm you by day,
nor the moon by night.

The Lord will guard you from all evil;
he will guard your life.

The Lord will guard your coming and your going
both now and forever.

PSALM 122

I rejoiced because they said to me,
     "We will go up. to the house of the Lord."
And now we have set foot within your gates, 0 Jerusalem 
 - Jerusalem, built as a city

with compact unity.
f»

To it the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Lord, According to the 

decree for Israel,
to give thanks to the name of the Lord.

In it are set. up judgment seats,       
seats for the house of David.

'

Pray for peace of Jerusalem!
May those who love you prosper! 

May peace be within your walls,
prosperity in your buildings. 

Because of my relatives and friends
I will say, "Peace be within you!" 

Because of the house of the Lord, our God,
I will pray for your good.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Glory be to You, O God! (3X)

SMALL LITANY

Priest: Again and again in peace let us pray to the Lord.

People:  Lord, have mercy.

Priest: Help and save, have mercy and protect us, O God by Your 
grace.

People: Lord, have mercy.
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Priest: Remembering our most holy and immaculate, most blessed
and  glorious  Lady,  the  Mother  of  God  and  ever-virgin  Mary,
together with all  the saints,  let  us commend ourselves and one
another and our whole life to Christ our God.

People:
Lord.



Priest: (Silently)O Lord our God, be mindful of us sinners and your
unprofitable servants, as we call upon your holy name; and put
us not to shame for -having placed our hope in your mercy, but
graciously grant us, O Lord, all the means of salvation; make us
worthy  to  love  and  fear  You  with  all  our  heart  and  to
accomplish your will in all things.

(Aloud)For You are a good and loving God, and we give 
glory to You, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and for 
ever and ever.    People: Amen.

- -    -?,

PSALM 140
Lord, I cry to You, hear me!
Hear me, O Lord
Lord, I cry to You, hear me;
Hear my voice when I call out to You,
Hear me, O Lord

Let my prayer rise like incense 
before You, my hands like the 
evening sacrifice. Hear me, O 
Lord.

O Lord, set a guard at my mouth / and a barrier at 
the door of my lips. 

Do not let my heart turn toward words of evil / to 
cover sins with smooth names.

0 Lord, O Lord my eyes look to You / in You I trust /
let not my life be forfeited.

With a loud voice I cried out to the Lord / with a
loud voice I prayed to the Lord.

I shall pour out my supplication before Him, / 
before Him I shall lay bare affliction.

 I have cried out to the Lord, / O Lord, You are my 
hope, / all that is left to me in this world of evil men. 

Listen to my plea / for I am greatly humbled indeed.

 Lead me forth from this prison / that I may praise 
Your Name. 

Out of the depths I have cried to the Lord, / O Lord, 
listen to my plea.

Let Your ear be attentive / to the voice of my plea. 
I waited for You and Your command, / my soul 
patiently relies on the Lord because it trusts in Him.



(now sing the Stichera (Hymns) for today are sung)

Stichera for Today

Great & Holy Wednesday – Liturgy of the
Presanctified Gifts

Hymns (Sticheras) that follow Psalm 140 on P. 7

verse: Praise the Lord, all the nations, proclaim his 
glory, all you people.

Today Christ comes to the house of the Pharisee, * 
and the sinful woman falls at His feet. * She bows 
before Him and says: * Behold, I am drowning in 
the abyss of sin; * I have lost all hope because of 
my deeds. * In Your goodness, do not turn away 
from me. * She came to Christ, bearing myrrh, and 
saying: * Do not cast me out, O Son of the Virgin, 
for I am a wretched one; * O Joy of the angels do 
not despise my tears; * but receive me in 
repentance, and in Your goodness, accept me. * 
She who others rejected because of her life, ** was 
accepted because of her conversion.

verse: Strong is the love of the Lord for us; eternally
will His truth endure.

The harlot loosened her hair for You, O Lord, * 
while Judas reached out his hand to the godless 
ones. * One acted to receive Your forgiveness, * the
other to gain money. * O the misery of Judas seeing
the sinful woman kiss the feet of Christ, * and he 
shamefully thought of his kiss of betrayal. * She 
loosened her hair, * while he let himself be bound 
up by passion; * instead of the fragrance of myrrh, *
he bore the odour of his perverse and evil ways; * 
for jealousy does not know how to seek what is 
good. * O the misery of Judas! ** O Lord, keep our 
souls from falling like him.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit, now, always and forever. Amen.

0 Lord, the woman who had fallen into a multitude 
of sins, * recognized Your divinity and thus joined 
the ranks of the myrrh-bearing women; * before 
Your burial, she offered You myrrh with her tears: * 
"Alas," she said, "Woe is me! * The stinging night of
pleasure seizes me; * the dark and moonless love 



of sin grasps me. * Accept the stream of my tears 
and my copious weeping, 0 Lord, * for You make 
the waters fall from the clouds into the sea. * Incline
Your ear to the cry of my heart, * for You incline the 
heavens in Your ineffable condescension. * Allow 
me to kiss Your most pure feet, * and to dry them 
with the locks of my hair; * for these are the feet 
that Eve heard in Paradise, * and, trembling at their 
approach, she hid herself. * O Lord, who can 
search out the number of my sins? * Who shall 
search the depth of Your judgments, 0 Redeemer 
and Saviour of our souls?** In Your infinite love, do 
not despise Your servant."

(ENTRANCE with candle and incense) 

Priest: Wisdom! Stand aright!

HYMN OF THE EVENING
People Tranquil Light of the holy glory of the immortal 
heavenly, holy blessed Father. O Jesus Christ as we 
come upon the sunset, as we see the evening light, we 
sing to God; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. At 
all times you are worthy of being hymned by joyful 
voices. O Son of God you are the Giver of life, for this 
the whole world glorifies you!

Priest: Let us be attentive! Peace be with all. Wisdom! Let us
be attentive!

First Prokimen (Tone 4)  for Great & Holy Wednesday:

 To the God of heaven give thanks * for His love endures

forever.

verse: Give thanks to the God of gods, for His love 

endures forever.

Priest:  Wisdom!

Reader:  A Reading of the Book of Exodus

  (the reader reads from Exodus)

Priest: Let us be attentive! Peace be with all. 
Wisdom! Let us be attentive!



Second Prokimen (Tone 4):  for Great & Holy 

Wednesday

Your love, 0 Lord, is eternal, * do not discard the work 

of Your hands.

verse: I thank You, Lord, with all my heart.

(Then the celebrant taking a candle and the Incense 
blesses the altar and the people singing...,)

Priest:  Wisdom!  Let us be attentive!

   (Blessing the people)  The Light of Christ enlightens 

all.

(All people make three prostrations.)

Priest:  Wisdom!

Reader:  A reading from the Book of Job.

  (the reader reads from Job)

Gospel Reading 

SONGS OF INCENSE
The priest, kneeling, incenses the four sides of the Holy Table 
and chants at each side:

The people KNEEL to LISTEN and STAND to SING.

Priest sings Verse 1 (refrain) first while the People kneel to 
listen: Let my payer arise in Your sight. Let my prayer arise in
Your sight as incense; and let the lifting up, the lifting up of 
my hands be an evening sacrifice.

People standing to sing the refrain Let my prayer arise in 
Your sight …

(People kneel) Priest and/or Cantor sing Verse 2 : Lord, I 
have cried to You hear me; hear the voice of my prayer. When
I cry to You, hear Thou me; when I cry to You, hear me, O 
Lord.

People standing to sing the refrain Let my prayer arise in 
Your sight …

(People kneel) Priest and/or Cantor sing Verse 3 : Set a 
watch, O Lord, before my mouth, and keep the door of my 
lips. Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth, and keep the door
of my lips.

People standing to sing the refrain Let my prayer arise in 
Your sight …



(People kneel) Priest and/or Cantor sing Verse 4: Incline 
not my heart to any evil thing nor to practice wicked deeds. 
(2X)

People standing to sing the refrain Let my prayer arise in 
Your sight …

Refrain may again be repeated by Priest (1st two lines), then 
People 

(All make three prostrations.)

INSISTENT EKTENIA  
Priest: Let us all say with our whole soul and our whole 

mind, let ussay.

People:  Lord, have mercy.

Priest: Almighty Lord, God of our Fathers, we pray You,
hear us and have mercy.

People: Lord, have mercy.

Priest: Have mercy  on us,  0  God,   in the  
greatness -of Your compassion, we pray You, hear 
us and have mercy.

People: Lord, have mercy (3X)

Priest: We also pray for our most holy universal Pontiff,
(N.),  Pope  of  Rome;  for  our  most  blessed  Major
Archbishop  (N.),  our  most  reverend  Metropolitan,
(N.),  our  God-loving  Bishop,  (N.),  for  those  who
serve and have served in this holy church, for our
spiritual fathers, and for all our brothers and sisters in 
Christ.

'        '

People: Lord, have mercy.(3X)

Priest: We also pray for our nation under God, for our
government and for all the military.

People: Lord, have mercy.(3X)

Priest: We also pray for the people here present .who await
Your great and bountiful mercies, for those who have
been kind to us, and for all orthodox Christians. 

People: Lord, have mercy. (3X)
i

Priest: For You are a merciful and loving God, and we



give glory to You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now
and for ever and ever.

People:  Amen.

Priest: Again and again in peace let the faithful pray to the
Lord.

People: Lord, have mercy.

Priest: (silently)  Holy  Master,  infinitely  good,  we  beseech  You
who are .rich in mercy to have pity on us sinners and to make us
worthy of receiving your only  Son and our God, the King of
Glory. For behold, his spotless body and life-giving blood are
about to make their entrance at this time and to be laid on the
mystical  table,  escorted  by  angel  hosts  unseen.  Make'  us
receive them in blameless communion, that when the eyes of our
understanding are enlightened  we ma/become children of light
and day.

(aloud)
Through the gift of your Christ with whom you are
blessed, together with your holy, good and life-giving
Spirit, now and for ever and ever. 

People:  Amen.

 (People kneel.)

GREAT AND SOLEMN ENTRANCE

Now the Powers of heavens join with us invisibly to 
serve the King of Glory who comes.
 For behold the mystic sacrifice, presanctified and 
perfected, is escorted in.
With faith and love approach and become partakers 
of  life eternal.
Alleluia (3X)

(All make three prostrations)

LITANY (not copied for this version)

 .........   

Priest:   ....



And make us worthy, O master, with confidences and
without condemnation to dare call You, the heavenly 
God, Father, and say:

People:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by 
thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.

Priest:  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are Yours, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and 
forever and ever.    People:  Amen.

Priest:  Peace be with all.
People:  And with your spirit.

Priest:  Bow your heads to the Lord.
People:  To You, O Lord.

Priest:  Through the grace, mercies and loving-
kindness of Your only-begotten Son with Wome You
are blessed together with Your most holy, good, and 
life-giving Spirit, now and forever and ever.

People:  Amen.

COMMUNION SERVICE

Priest:  Let us be attentive!  Holy Presanctified 
Things for the Holy!

People:  One is Holy, one is Lord, Jesus Christ, to 
the glory of god the Father.  Amen.  Taste and see, 
taste and see how good is the Lord, how good is the 
Lord, how good is the Lord.  Alleluia (3X)

BYZANTINE ACT OF SPIRITUAL 
COMMUNION (for the duration of the COVID19 
pandemic that requires social distancing)

O Lord, I believe and profess that you are truly Christ, the Son
of the living God, who came into the world to save sinners of 



whom I am the first. 

Although I cannot now be a partaker of your mystical supper, 
O Son of God, come at least spiritually into my heart by your 
Divine Grace for the healing of my soul and body.

For I will not reveal your mystery to your enemies nor will I 
give you a kiss as did Judas, but like the thief I profess to you.

Remember me, O Lord, when you come in your kingdom.
Remember me, O Master, when you come in your kingdom.
Remember me, O Holy One, when you come in your kingdom.

O Lord, I also believe and profess that this which I would 
receive, and which is now here present with us in Mystery is 
truly Your most precious Body, and your life-giving Blood. May
I one day partake of your mystical supper again for the 
remission of all my sins and for life everlasting. Amen.

O God, be merciful to be a sinner.
O God, cleanse of my sins and have mercy on me.
O Lord, forgive me for I have sinned without number

Priest:  Approach!
People:  I will bless the Lord at all times. Alleluia (3X)

(The faithful approach with reverence to receive the most precious 

Body and Blood of our saviour.)

 Priest:  Blessed be our god, always, now and forever and ever.
People:  Amen.
 We thank You, O Christ our god that you have made us 
worthy to be partakers of your most pure body and your 
precious blood which is poured out unto the whole world 
for the forgiveness of sins; the Mystery of your concern.  
Alleluias (6X)



Priest: Stand aright! Having received the divine, holy, immaculate,
immortal, heavenly, and life-giving, awesome Mysteries of Christ,
let us rightly give thanks to the Lord.  

People:  Lord, have mercy.

Priest: Help and save, have mercy and protect us, O God, by Your
grace. . .

People: Lord, have mercy

Priest: Having asked that this whole, evening may be perfect, holy,
peaceful, and sinless, let us commend ourselves and one another,
and our whole life to Christ our God.

People: To You, O Lord.

Priest:  (silently)  We thank You, Saviour and God of the universe,  for all  the

blessings You bestowed upon us and. for our partaking of the holy body  and

blood of your Christ. And we pray You, Master who. love us all: keep us the
shadow of your wings, and grant us to partake worthily, even until our breath,
of  your  holy  mystery  for  the  enlightening  of  our  souls  and  body  and
inheritance of your heavenly kingdom.

(aloud)

For You are our sanctification and we give glory to You, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit, now and for ever and ever

People: Amen.

 Priest: Let us go forth, in peace.

People: In  the  name  of  the

Lord.  Priest: Let us pray to

the Lord  People:  Lord have

mercy.

Priest: Almighty Lord who created the whole, universe in wisdom;
who by your ineffable providence and great goodness have brought us to
these salutatory days for the purification of our souls and bodies,
for the control of our passions and for hope in the resurrection; You
who after forty days gave Moses, your servant, the tablets of the law
inscribed by your divine hands: enable us' also, O Good One, to fight
the good fight, to run the course of the fast, to keep the faith, to crush
the heads of the invisible dragons, to come out victorious over sin and
to  attain  without  reproach  unto,  the  worship  of  your  holy
resurrection.  For blessed and glorified is  you most honorable and
magnificent name, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and for ever and



ever.

People: Amen.

Blessed be the name of the Lord now and for ever. (3 times)

Priest: (silently) 0 Lord our God, who brought us to these most salutary days
and  permitted us to partake of your awesome mysteries: unite us to your
spiritual  flock and make us heirs of your kingdom, now and for ever and
ever. Amen.

DISMISSAL.

Priest: The blessing of the Lord be upon you with His grace and love
for us all, always, now and for ever and ever.

People: Amen.

Priest: Glory be to You, O Christ our God, our hope, glory be to
You.

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
now and for ever and ever. Amen. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have
mercy. Lord, have mercy. Give the blessing.

Priest: Christ  our true God, through the prayers of His immaculate
Mother, the holy, glorious and all-praiseworthy apostles;, of our
father among the saints, Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, and
of all the saints, will have mercy on us and save us, for Ho is good
and loves us all.

People: Amen.


