
 
   Sunday, December 19, 2021  

     
                         ST. ATHANASIUS UKRAINIAN                              

                          CATHOLIC CHURCH 
                   55 MCMURCHY AVENUE 

                                        REGINA SK. S4R 3G3 
  

 
 
 
 
Parish Priest:  Fr. Vasyl Tymishak                                               E-mail: vasyltymishak@gmail.com              
Cell Phone:  306-519-9030                                          
  
Parish Office: 306-543-8008                                                       E-mail: stathanasius@sasktel.net 
Website: www.st-athanasius.ca      
Facebook:  https://facebook.com/reginaukrainiancatholicnorth/live 
 
Parish Council President – Kevin Korchinski  
Cell phone (call or text) @ 306-539-3935                                                  E-mail: kevin@osac.ca  
UCWLC President - Josie Vantour                Seniors’ Club President – Angie Lawryk 
UCBC President - Mark Woitas                 Ultimate A&B Youth - Lesia Lazurko  
Knights of Columbus – James Empey, Grand Knight                    

   Parish Coordinator of Care (PCC) - Mary Lou Senko @ 306-525-6437 
  
 ROSARY: Sunday – 9:10 a.m.   (livestreaming)           
 DIVINE LITURGY: Sunday - 9:30 a.m. for the faithful. (livestreaming) 
 Weekday Liturgies – as scheduled 

Confessions before every Divine Liturgy & Week Day Liturgies – As per the schedule 
 
MEMBERSHIP AT ST. ATHANASIUS PARISH is recognized by participating in the Sunday Divine 
Liturgy and by fulfilling your baptismal responsibility in contributing to our Church Community 
activities by using your time, talents and treasures.  Regular financial donations by use of Sunday 
envelopes is necessary for our parish to grow and prosper.   
  
Please contact Fr. Vasyl if you know of any parishioner who is sick and wants to be visited.  

 
 
 
St. John Paul II Syro-Malabar Parish – Fr. Daris Cherian                                           E-mail:  daris.cherian@gmail.com 
Phone:  1-416-262-9670 
Parish Council Trustee – Arun Abraham Phone: (1-306-891-4302)                                  E-mail: abru.arun@gmail.com 
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Please join our services by visiting our website and clicking on the 
Livestream icon: https://st-athanasius.ca/  or on Facebook:   

https://facebook.com/reginaukrainiancatholicnorth/live 
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Effective Friday, September 17, The Government of Saskatchewan 
announced Mandatory Masking for all indoor Public Spaces.   
 
❖ Mask is mandatory in church  
❖ Self-Screen using the COVID-19 Health Screening Questionnaire  

   prior to entering facilities.  
❖ Practice good hand hygiene. 
❖ Stay home when sick and return when you are healthy. 

 
OCTOBER 1ST, Saskatchewan government has implemented a proof of vaccination requirement 
in public places. Places of worship DO NOT require proof of vaccination. 

 

СЛАВА ІСУСУ ХРИСТУ! СЛАВА НАВІКИ! 

GLORY BE TO JESUS CHRIST! GLORY BE FOREVER! 
 

Welcome to all visitors and parishioners who are celebrating the Liturgy with us today.  All are 
invited to the auditorium for coffee, juice, cookies and socializing.  

 
TO ALL PARISHIONERS: During our Livestream and Videotaping, the video may capture the 
likeness of those parishioners sitting in the pews during our services.  This video will be kept 

for a maximum of 45 days. Other than those who choose to view the 
livestream as it happens, the video will not be released to third parties. 
As our video will stream on Facebook, we will comply with that website’s 
regulations. 
If you are uncomfortable being on video, please advise the Greeters when you 
enter the church and they will place you in a pew where you will not be 
captured. 
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SUNDAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY 

- The Holy Fathers 

 

 TROPAR (Tone 5):  Let us the faithful acclaim and worship the Word, co-eternal with the Father 
and the Spirit, and born of the Virgin for our salvation. For He willed to be lifted up on the cross 
in the flesh, to suffer death and to raise the dead by His glorious resurrection. 
 
TROPAR OF HOLY FATHERS (Tone 2): The three young men who are the great guides of the 
faith, rejoiced in the pit of flame as if they were in a water of rest; and the prophet Daniel 
appeared as a shepherd to the lions. O Christ God, save our souls for their sake. 
 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
NATIVITY PRE-FESTIVE KONDAK (Tone 3): Today the Virgin is on her way to the cave where 
she will give birth in a manner beyond understanding to the Word Who is in all eternity. Rejoice, 
therefore, universe, when you hear it hearlded. With the angels and the shepherds, glorify Him* 
Who chose to be seen as a newborn babe while remaining God in all eternity. 
 
PROKIMEN (Tone 4): Blessed are you, and praiseworthy, O Lord, the God of our fathers, and 
glorious forever is your name. 
VERSE: For you are just in all you have done. 
 
EPISTLE: A reading from the Epistle to the Hebrews (11:19-10; 17-23; 32-40) 
Brothers and Sisters: By faith Abraham sojourned in the promised land as in a foreign country, 
dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs of the same promise; for he was looking forward 
to the city with foundations whose designer and maker is God. By faith Abraham, when put to 
the test, offered up Isaac; he who had received the promises was ready to sacrifice his only son, 
of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your descendants be called.” He reasoned that God 
was able to raise from the dead, and so he received Isaac back as a symbol. By faith Isaac 
invoked for Jacob and Esau blessings that were still to be. By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed 
each of the sons of Joseph, and worshipped God, leaning on the head of his staff. By faith 
Joseph, near the end of his life spoke of the Exodus of the Israelites, and gave instructions 
about his burial. By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three months after his birth, thereby 
disregarding the king’s edict because they saw that he was a beautiful child. What more shall I 
recount? I have no time to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and 
the prophets, who by faith conquered kingdoms, did what was just, obtained the promises; they 
broke the jaws of lions, put out raging fires, escaped the devouring sword; though weak they 
were made powerful, became strong in battle, and turned back foreign invaders. Women 
received back their dead through resurrection. Others were tortured and would not receive 
deliverance, in order to obtain a better resurrection. Still others endured mockery, scourging, 
even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, sawed in two, put to death at sword’s point; 
they went about garbed in the skins of sheep or goats, needy, afflicted, tormented. The world 
was not worthy of them. They wandered about in deserts and on mountains, they dwelt in caves 
and in holes of the earth. Yet despite the fact that all of these were approved because of their 
faith, they did not obtain what had been promised. God had made a better plan, a plan which 
included us. Without us, they were not to be made perfect. 



 
ALLELUIA VERSE: O God, our ears have heard, our fathers have declared to us. 
But you have saved us from our foes, and those who hated us you put to shame. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 1:1-25 
A family record of Jesus Christ, Son of David, son of Abraham. Abraham was the father of Isaac. 
Isaac the father of Jacob. Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers. Judah was the father of 
Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar. Perez was the father of Hezron, Hezron the father 
of Ram. Ram was the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the 
father of Salmon. Salmon was the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, Boaz was the father 
of Obed, whose mother was Ruth. Obed was the father of Jesse, Jesse the father of King David, 
David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been the wife of Uriah. Solomon was the 
father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of Abijah, Abijah the father of Asa. Asa was the father 
of Jehosaphat, Jehosaphat the father of Joram, Joram the father of Uzziah. Uzziah was the father 
of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, Ahaz the father of Hezekiah. Hezekiah was the father of 
Manesseh, Manesseh the father of Amos, Amos the father of Josiah. Josiah became the father 
of Jechoniah and his brothers at the time of the Babylonian exile. After the Babylonian exile 
Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel. Zerubbabel was the 
father of Abiud, Abiud the father of Eliakim, Eliakim the father of Azor. Azor was the father of 
Zadok, Zadok the father of Achim, Achim the father of Eliud. Eliud was the father of Eleazar, 
Eleazar the father of Matthan, Matthan the father of Jacob. Jacob was the father of Joseph the 
husband of Mary. It was of her that Jesus who is called the Messiah was born. Thus, the total 
number of generations is: from Abraham to David, fourteen generations; from David to the 
Babylonian captivity, fourteen generations; from the Babylonian captivity to the Messiah, 
fourteen generations. Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When his mother 
Mary was engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found with child through 
the power of the Holy Spirit. Joseph her husband, an upright man unwilling to expose her to the 
law, decided to divorce her quietly. Such was his intention when suddenly the angel of the Lord 
appeared in a dream and said to him: “Joseph, son of David, have no fear about taking Mary as 
your wife. It is by the Holy Spirit that she has conceived this child. She is to have a son and you 
are to name him Jesus because he will save his people from their sins.” All this happened to 
fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin shall be with child and give birth 
to a son, and they shall call him Emmanuel,” a name which means “God is with us.” When 
Joseph awoke he did as the angel of the Lord had directed him and received her into his home 
as his wife. He had no relations with her at any time before she bore a son, whom he named 
Jesus. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN: Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest.  
Exult, you just, in the Lord; praise from the upright is fitting. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday, December 20 - Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ; the Holy Priest-Martyr Ignatius the God-
bearer (110); Hebrews 11:17-23, 27-31; Mark 9:42-10:1 
10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy for the repose of the soul of +Fran Soroski, 40 days memorial, requested 
by UCWLC St.Athanasius Brunch – livestreaming 
 

     LITURGICAL SCHEDULE December 20 – December 26, 2021 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Heb%2011.17-23
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Hebrews%2011.27-31
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Mark%209.42-10.1


Tuesday, December 21 - Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ; the Holy Martyr Juliana of Nicomedia (284-
305); Hebrews 12:25-26; 13:22-25; Mark 10:2-12 
10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy for the repose of the soul of +Fran Soroski. Memorial 40 days, requested 
by Rosanne Miller – livestreaming  
7:00 p.m. – Liturgical Service at St. Basil’s with Confessions by Fr. Vasyl Tymishak  
 
Wednesday, December 22 - Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ; The Holy Great-Martyr Anastasia 
(305); James 1:1-18; Mark 10:11-16 
10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy for health and God’s blessing for Cristine Herlick requested by nieces Cathy 
& Rosanne – livestreaming  
1:00 p.m. – Decorating of the Church  
7:00 p.m. – Moleben at St. Athanasius with Confessions by Fr. Warren Dungen  
 
Thursday, December 23 - Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ; The Ten Holy Martyrs of Crete (249-51); 
James 1:19-27; Mark 10:17-27 
NO SERVICE SCHEDULED  
 
Friday, December 24 -  Eve of the Nativity of Christ; Nativity Fast. Abstention from meat and dairy 
and foods that contain these ingredients. Hebrews 1:1-12; Luke 2:1-20  
11:00 a.m.  – Divine Liturgy of the Nativity in Hodgeville 
3:00 p.m.  – Great Compline, Divine Liturgy of the Nativity in Moose Jaw 
9:00 p.m. – Great Compline, Divine Liturgy of the Nativity at St.Athanasius followed by anointing 
with blessed oil and distribution of blessed prosphora (bread) – livestreaming  
 
Saturday, December 25 - The Nativity in the Flesh of Our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ – 
Christmas; Feast of our Lord. Holy Day of Obligation. Galatians 4:4-7; Matthew 2:1-12 
10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy – livestreaming  
2:00 p.m. Online Christmas Concert – LIVESTREAMING ONLY  
 
Sunday, December 26 - Sunday after the Nativity of Christ Commemoration of the Holy and 
Righeous Joseph the Betrothed, David the King, and James, Brother of the Lord; Galatians 1:11-
19; Matthew 2:13-23 
9:10 a.m. Rosary livestreaming 
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy for faithful - livestreaming  
3:00 p.m. Christmas Divine Liturgy in Glentworth 
 

 

PRE-CHRISTMAS CONFESSIONS - will be held at St. Athanasius Parish on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 22 at 7:00 p.m.  
 Moleben at St. Athanasius with Confessions by Fr. Warren Dungen from St.Basil.  
For the moment the confessions are not held in the usual confessionals, but in the sacristy or the 
board room.  
Fr. Vasyl is also available before or after Sunday services as well as during the week.  
 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Heb%2012.25-26
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Hebrews%2013.22-25
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Mark%2010.2-12
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/James%201.1-18
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Mark%2010.11-16
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/James%201.19-27
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Mark%2010.17-27
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Heb%201.1-12
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Gal%204.4-7
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%202.1-12
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Gal%201.11-19
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Gal%201.11-19
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%202.13-23


 

POPE’s PRAYER INTENTION FOR DECEMBER: Intention for Evangelization – Catechists. Let 
us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the Word of God: may they be its 
witnesses, with courage and creativity and in power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
DECEMBER FOOD BANK ITEM – Baby Food 

 
SYMPATHY AND CONDOLENCES are extended to family and friends 
on the death of Bernice MacDougall, Sunday, who died on December 
5th.  Graveside Service and interment was held at Riverside Memorial 
Park in Regina on Thursday, December 9th, 2021. 
Вічная Пам’ятъ – Vichnaya Pamyat! Eternal Memory! 
  
 

2022 Julian and Gregorian Calendars are available at the parish.  We have a 
limited amount of calendars therefore we encourage one calendar per family.  If 
you know of someone who is in a care home or is not comfortable to attend 
church but would like a calendar, please do not hesitate to take a calendar for 
them.  
 

 
 
2022 SUNDAY DONATION ENVELOPES are available for pick up during scheduled Divine Lit-
urgy services or during office hours, Tuesday – Thursday, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Please phone 
306-543-8008 during office hours to arrange for pick up of your donation envelopes. If there is 
an error or if you did not receive a set of envelopes, please contact the office. Also, we would 
appreciate if you could include your e-mail address and any changes to your current address 
on your first donation envelope. 

 
 
 

CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL TREE: Once again the memorial tree is set up in the front 
foyer.  Christmas is a time to spend with loved ones, family and friends, and to remember 
those who are no longer with us in person but are with us in spirit.  If you wish to donate, 
you may do so by placing your money and family names in the marked envelopes at the 
back of the church and then placed in the Sunday collection basket. E-Transfers are 
accepted, please indicate in the message field the names of the deceased mem-

ber/members for whom you are donating.  Fr. Vasyl will have the Panakhyda for all those departed 
family and friends on Wednesday, January 26, 2022 at 10:00 A.M. (All funds received will be depos-
ited into the St. Athanasius Building Fund). 

 
 
YEAR END IS FAST APPROACHING: If you wish to give a donation to the parish, all donations 
must be received in the parish office by Sunday, December 26th, in order to be included on the 
2021 tax receipt.  Any donations received after that date will be included on the 2022 receipt. 

 



PRIEST’s CHRISTMAS GIFTS: Tax receipts cannot be issued for the monetary gifts given to a 
priest. This is a “gift of love” with no service rendered.  If you are using a cheque, the cheque 
must be made payable to Fr. Vasyl Tymishak. 

 
DONATIONS FOR PONSEITTAS to decorate our church for 
Christmas are now being accepted.  Please use either the 
specifically marked envelopes provided at the back of the church, 
etransfers, or include with your regular 

           donations and indicate “Christmas flower donation”.    
                    Thank You!  

 
 

 

                                                   

December 19 Carl & Linda Korchynski 

December 24 Terry & Rosanne Miller 

December 26 Maggie Stephen & Bernice Bzdell 
 

Christmas CD “Christ is Born! Glorify Him with Carols” by St. Athanasius Choir, Regina: Our 

Choir Christmas CD recorded in 2020 by the St. Athanasius Choir are available 

at our parish. Enjoy traditional Ukrainian Christmas Carols sung in both Ukrainian 

and English! Join with us in your own homes in the carolling!  Let’s be together in 

Spirit this Holy Season!   Please, contact us at mailto:stathanasius@sasktel.net 

Here is an example of Carols: https://st-athanasius.ca/nl/carols-cd-2020/ 
 

 
 
 

New Year Divine Liturgy “Entering the New Year with Christ, Our Lord”. 

The Eparchial Youth and Young Adult Ministry Office is inviting young people, their 

families and everyone who wants to enter the New Year with Christ, Our Lord, to join 

in the New Year Divine Liturgy. It will be held on the Friday, December 31st at 

11.00 pm at St. George’s Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral. The service will also be 

livestreamed on Liturgy Live: https://www.skeparchy.org/word-

press/livestream-ukrainian-catholic-cathedral-of-st-george/  

Come and join us in prayer! 

 
 
 
 

           DECEMBER GREETERS 

mailto:stathanasius@sasktel.net
https://st-athanasius.ca/nl/carols-cd-2020/
https://www.skeparchy.org/wordpress/livestream-ukrainian-catholic-cathedral-of-st-george/
https://www.skeparchy.org/wordpress/livestream-ukrainian-catholic-cathedral-of-st-george/


December 12: 32 Sunday donation envelopes - $1290; 2 Christmas Flowers envelopes - $20; 4 
Building Fund donations - $330; 1 Visitor envelope - $300;19  Memorial Tree envelopes - $945; 
1 CD Donation – $15; Loose Change - $30. 
E-Transfers – 8 Sunday donations - $415; 1 Memorial Tree Donation - $30. 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICE:  Although though there are no restrictions on numbers who can attend church ser-

vices, some people are not comfortable in group settings, therefore we continue our livestream-

ing of services. Our parish expenses continue and it would be very much appreciated if you 

could continue to support the parish.  There are a few options available to you:  drop off your 

envelope at 54 McMurchy Avenue, mail in your cheque to 55 McMurchy Avenue, Regina, S4R 

3G3, or you can also do an e-transfer to stathandeposit@sasktel.net.  PLEASE COMPLETE THE 

MESSAGE FIELD and DO NOT USE ALIAS NAMES WHEN SENDING AN E-TRANSFER DONA-

TION.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are planning to get married anytime over the next year … Congratulations! 

Please be advised that Marriage Sacramental Preparation is required for marriage in 

all our parishes and registration for the next Marriage Prep Course. “Crown them with 

Honour and Glory” put on by the Family and Life Office Marriage Prep team, has be-

gun.  There are both online and face to face (in person/zoom) components to this course 

with the teaching portion being held Saturday Feb. 5 and 12 from 9 am to 12 pm both 

days.  For more information and registration contact Deborah Larmour, uwitness2fam-

ily@skeparchy.org as soon as possible as spaces are limited.  

 

So far we have 4 couples interested/registered.  If couples are not available on the teach-

ing days there is some possibility that we could record the zoom  talks for their viewing 

at another time.  There will be an in person meeting of couples who choose to attend at 

the chancery where the zoom meeting/ recordings will be made.   

 

Please let all your engaged couples know and I look forward to hearing from them. 

 

mailto:stathandeposit@sasktel.net
mailto:uwitness2family@skeparcy.org
mailto:uwitness2family@skeparcy.org


 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 
     

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
We are very excited to hear that St. Michael's Camp at Madge Lake is having their Winter Camp this 
year for ages 9-15 from Feb 21-26th, 2022 at cost of $300.  
This camp has limited spots, therefore hurry up to register your children so they could spend fruitfully 
their February break with friends and God growing in faith and having fun. You will receive a confirma-
tion email with a packing list and activity sheet once your registration is received. To register please 
email us at stmichaelscamp@sasktel.net. Activities include downhill skiing, cross-country skiing, skat-
ing, Madge Lake snow maze, snowshoeing, toboggining and much more winter fun!!  
The camp is also looking for camp counsellors right now and a camp director. If you feel you would like 
to serve in this ministry, please let us know. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANK YOU so very much to all who supported the “Share the Spirit” 50/50 Lottery Draw.  The 
response to the lottery has been outstanding this year as well.  The total number of tickets sold 
was 3,272 for a total amount of $65,440. This means that the winner of the 2021 “Share the Spirit” 
Lottery Draw, Lawrence & Ursula Popovitch of Bruno SK, received $32,720.   
 
In addition, the amount allocated to the Designated Beneficiaries from the 2021 “Share the 
Spirit” Lottery Draw will be $16,360.  The total amount that has been allocated to the Designated 
Beneficiaries since the inception of the “Share the Spirit” 50/50 Lottery Draw, including the 
amount for this year, is $62,140. The Ukrainian Catholic Foundation of Saskatchewan, as a 
member of the Eparchial family, is delighted and proud to be able to share the proceeds of the 
lottery with the Designated Beneficiaries.   
 
It is important to remember that under the Lottery License rules UNSOLD lottery ticket books 
must be returned to the UCFSASK Office.  If you have not already done so, please return the 
unsold ticket books in the postage paid self-addressed envelope provided in your package. You 
can also return your unsold tickets to your Parish Office or place them in the Sunday Collection 
Basket. 
 
Again, THANK YOU, for your support of the “Share the Spirit” 50/50 Lottery Draw where the 
proceeds will not only go towards assisting the Eparchy with offering of the Eparchial 
Ministries, but also in helping Parishes/Missions and Eparchial Organizations through the 
Designated Beneficiaries program.  
 
For more detailed information on the “Share the Spirit” 50/50 Lottery, please visit the UCFSASK 
Website at www.ucfsask.org  or call the UCFSASK Office at 306-653-0138, ext 223 

mailto:stmichaelscamp@sasktel.net
http://www.ucfsask.org/


 

Chancery Office Hours over the Christmas Season 
 

 

Our Chancery Offices, Ukrainian Catholic Foundation Office and 

Ukrainian Religious Education Centre (UCREC) 

Hours during this Christmas Season: 

 

Friday, December 24th: CLOSED Monday, De-

cember 27th: CLOSED Friday, December 31st: 9 

am-12 noon Monday, January 3, 2022: 

CLOSED 
 

Please visit our Eparchial website www.skeparchy.org for Christ-

mas services throughout our parishes in our Eparchy 

 

As we celebrate the Nativity of Our Lord, may the deep joy and peace of His 

birth be celebrated in your homes this Christmas. May the Blessing of Em-

manuel fill your heart and the hearts of those in your family with joy and 

gladness this Christmas and strengthen you 

to witness for Christ in the New Year. 
 

 

Eparchial Chancery Staff: Bishop Bryan Bayda CSsR, Very. 

Rev. Janko Kolosnjaji - Vicar General, Chancellor, Rev. Ivan Na-

hachewsky, Vicar of Eparchial Properties 

Cornelia Kyba - Office Administrator, Joan Matlock - Archives, Adrian 

Olenick - Finance Officer, Chris Pidwerbeski - Communications,  

Deborah Larmour - Family & Life Office/Safeguarding Policy-Covenant of Care,, 

Dr. Lesya Sabada - Human & Environmental Development Program  

Nestor Halaitso - AGEMI Executive Secretary, Morris 

Smysnuik - Foundation Office (UCFSASK), Executive Director, Iris Owchar - 

Foundation Office (UCFSASK), Office Administrator, Sr. Marijka Konderwicz, 

Sr. Bonnie Kormarnicki, Sr. Georgia Shchavil 

Sister Servants of Mary Immaculate (SSMI) 

- Ukrainian Catholic Religious Education Centre (UCREC) 

 

 

 

 

https://www.skeparchy.org/wordpress/come-celebrate-with-us-christmas-and-theophany-services-for-parishes-of-the-ukrainian-catholic-eparchy-of-saskatoon-2019-2020-gregorian-and-julian-calendars/


СЛАВА ІСУСУ ХРИСТУ! GLORY BE TO JESUS CHRIST!                                 
 
Dear Parishioners–Members of the Eparchy of Saskatoon: 

1. Corrected interpretations: 
The following activities in a place of worship are EX-
EMPT from the proof of vaccination requirement: 
• Wedding receptions or funeral luncheons following 

the event are considered as an extension of the wedding ceremony or funeral service and are 
therefore also exempt. 

• AA and other 12 step programs are considered essential due to the well-being of the individuals 
and so are exempt from proof of vaccination in any facility. These also include a spiritual compo-
nent and so may be included under the exemption granted to places of worship.  

• Other examples where proof of vaccination in a place of worship is not required include, but is 
not limited to: Mental Health & Addictions; Victim Services; Religiously-affiliated charitable or-
ganizations; At Risk Youth Groups; etc. 

• Christmas concerts and pageants are considered an extension of the worship service and so are 
exempt, even when held at a time separated from worship. The restriction in 2(c)(vii)(5) that ap-
plies to concert venues has been interpreted to only refer to large public venues.  

• Meetings of the faith community for church governance, planning, etc..., however remote from 
the act of worship. All activities related to the maintenance and support of the faith community 
are deemed to be religious activity exempt from the proof of vaccination requirement.  

It should be noted that key terms such as "worship", "religious activity", and "essential service" are not 
defined in the public health order. 
2. Private gatherings: 
 
Proof of vaccination does not apply to private gatherings anywhere, whether in a private home, a place 
of worship, or a rented venue such as a hotel, see 3(a)(ix). "Private gathering" is not defined in the health 
order but is to be understood as any gathering to which the public is not invited, whether explicit invita-
tions were issued or not. For example, a service club meeting which is only open to members. This is a 
point where the self-understanding of faith communities may conflict with the government definitions. 
In this sense, the government appears to be interpreting much of the religious activity outside of worship 
to be private gatherings. 
 
 
If a place of worship is being used as a banquet facility for an event open to the public, proof of vaccina-
tion or negative test would be required. If the event is not open to the public (i.e. a wedding reception to 
which invitations are issued) proof of vaccination is not required. 
 
 
3. Caveat emptor: proceed with caution 
 
The changes described here are matters of interpretation provided by our government liaison. These are 
not explicitly found in the public health order. We are advised that religious activities within a place of 
worship will be interpreted quite broadly. As such, we are able to hold gatherings for church governance, 
planning, etc... without proof of vaccination. 
 
 
Fr. Janko Kolosnjaji, Chancellor of Eparchy of Saskatoon 

 
 

 

 

 

Corrected interpretations for  

activities in a place of worship  

that are EXEMPT from the  

proof of vaccination requirement. 



PASTORAL LETTER 

FROM THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF CANADA 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD   2021-2022 
 

To the Reverend Clergy, Monastics, Seminarians and Laity of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Canada: 
 

Christ is Born! Let Us Glorify Him! 
 

Dearly Beloved in Christ! 

“The earth offers a cave to the Inaccessible.” Kondak of the Nativity 

 

The Kondak of December 25 heralds a true paradox. It reminds us of the sharp contrasts we find in the human condition.  

Regarding the Incarnation of Jesus, the Indescribable, Eternal and Inaccessible God, is humbly born in a cave. This is 

truly a low place on earth, perhaps barely fit for animals at times and yet it is where Jesus was born. Today, we find it 

hard to believe that any person could be born outside of a hospital or a home. Of course, there are survival accounts of 

people enduring unimaginable challenges, but who could allow such intentional inhospitable human indignity? 

 

Well, we don’t have to look far to find human indignity today. Human tragedy is all around us. Physical, medical, emo-

tional and spiritual injustice is the content of many news stories. And in the midst of these stories often there is a ray of 

light in the darkness, a person who shines and restores our hope in human dignity.  Globally, in Ukraine, or in our own 

homes, the Holy Spirit is waiting to break through to others with good news and each of us would do well to ask God that 

question, “Lord, how do you want to use me in sharing this news?”  

 

The good news is that despite our hearts being similar in some ways to the inhospitable cave, Jesus wants to dwell there. 

Our reflection on this profound mystery takes quiet time for prayer, away from the numerous demands requesting our at-

tention as well as celebration of the Sacraments, particularly Eucharist and Reconciliation. In the stillness of our hearts, 

God will speak, God will give each of us grace and we have an opportunity to say “yes” like members of the Holy Family. 

Our hearts are mangers of humility, human dignity and love. Every thought and action that honours God or another human 

being is born there.  Jesus is born in the manger of our hearts. This is good news. Likewise prayer together as families and 

parishes uplifts and confirms that “God is with us!” 

 

Therefore, let us intercede in prayer and perhaps take positive steps toward solutions to the many inhumane things we en-

counter in life. Let us learn from St. Joseph who, in his obedience to God through several dreams, became the person to 

ignite in Jesus a sense of obedience to the Father. Let us learn from Mary, the Mother of God, who trusted in God’s plan 

for salvation as she gave birth to Christ and played a significant role in forming the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Let us allow the 

Christ in us to be a light to those in our families and parishes. This is so important in an atmosphere that finds many peo-

ple and numerous opinions at odds about how to deal with the COVID epidemic.  
 

 

May our celebration of this profound truth this Christmas, that God is born in us, be a time to encounter Jesus Christ in 

our spouse, in our family members and in our parish because we are an essential part of this profound truth. May we be 

aware of the presence of Jesus, Mary and Joseph that give us the gift of the Holy Family which is present in our personal 

and parish families. And may this awareness bear fruit in our lives throughout the new year, 2022, and beyond.  

 

God is with us! Christ is Born!  

Sincerely in Christ,  

+Lawrence Huculak, OSBM   Metropolitan Archbishop of Winnipeg 

+Michael Wiwchar, CSsR   Eparch Emeritus of Saskatoon 

+Stephen Chmilar, Eparch Emeritus of Toronto and Eastern Canada 

+David Motiuk, Eparchial Bishop of Edmonton, Administrator of the Eparchy of New Westminster 

+Bryan Bayda, CSsR, Eparchial Bishop of Saskatoon, Administrator of the Eparchy of Toronto & Eastern Canada 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Heaven, Earth and Nature Sing  
I behold a new and wondrous mystery! My ears resound to the Shepherd's song, piping no  

soft melody, but chanting full forth a heavenly hymn.  

 

The Angels sing! The Archangels blend their voices in harmony! The Cherubim hymn  

their joyful praise! The Seraphim exalt His glory! All join to praise this holy feast, beholding the  

Godhead here on earth, and man in heaven. He who is above, now for our redemption dwells here  

below; and he that was lowly is by divine mercy raised.  

 

This day He Who Is, is Born; and He Who Is becomes what He was not. For when He was  

God, He became man; yet not departing from the Godhead that is His. Nor yet by any loss of  

divinity became He man, nor through increase became He God from man; but being the Word He  

became flesh, His nature, because of impassibility, remaining unchanged.  

 

Since therefore all rejoice, I too desire to rejoice. I too wish to share the choral dance, to  

celebrate the festival. But I take my part, not plucking the harp, not shaking the Thyrsian staff, not  

with the music of pipes, nor holding a torch, but holding in my arms the cradle of Christ. For this is  

all my hope, this my life, this my salvation, this my pipe, my harp. And bearing it I come, and  

having from its power received the gift of speech, I too, with the angels, sing: Glory to God in the  

Highest; and with the shepherds: and on earth peace to men of good will.  

                          St. John Chrysostom 

      SUNDAY BEFORE CHRISTMAS – SUNDAY OF THE HOLY FATHERS 

                                   Icon of the Nativity of Our Lord 


